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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
Pioneer Press Recommends Cooked to Death:
Volume II – Lying on Plate as a Great Holiday
Gift
Looking for a great holiday gift for the foodie in
your life? If so, then be sure to pick up a copy of the
new anthology Cooked to Death: Volume II - Lying on a
Plate. In her holiday gift giving guide, Pioneer Press
books editor Mary Ann Grossman calls this title, "A
tasty candidate for an under $20 gift."
Cooked to Death: Volume II - Lying on a Plate,
published by Wise Ink Creative Publishing, features
the work of 15 mystery authors who have all written
stories involving food. Each story is accompanied by
a great recipe.
In addition to the story in the Pioneer Press, also in
Nov., the book’s publisher, Rhonda Gilliland,
appeared at Barnes and Noble in
Blaine., Minn., on Nov. 5, the
Dakota County Library Author
Fair on Nov. 18, and at Fair Trade
Books in Red Wing, Minn., on
Nov. 24.
Books are available for
purchase online through both
Amazon and Barnes and
Noble.

Coming up in December...
A story about Aurora Whittet’s latest children’s book,
How to Turn Your Mom into a Monster, will be published
in the Dec. issue of St. Louis Park Magazine; and on Dec. 10,
she will sign books at the Books and Beer Pop-up Bookstore
at Uteplis Brewing in Minneapolis.

RMA Publicity has arranged an interview on KSTPTelevision in the Twin Cities for Sat., Dec. 9 at 8:10 a.m. to
promote The First Annual Super Ball: The Power of
The Huddle fundraising event, which takes place on Dec. 16
in Minnetonka, Minn.

Twin Cities psychologist Tom Glaser, author, Full Heart
Living: Conversations with the Happiest People I Know,
will lead a Happiness Workshop at the Edina Senior Center
in Edina. Minn., on Dec. 7.

Teen author Lily Van Allen will sign copies of her Sigma’s
Bookshelf published novel, Lost & Found: Five People.
Three Stories. New Beginnings., at Chapter 2 Books in
Hudson, Wisc., on Sat., Dec. 9.
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Story About Carolyn Porter’s Marcel’s Letters Airs on KMSP (FOX) in Minneapolis on Nov. 30

A story about Carolyn Porter, author, Marcel's Letters: A Font and the Search for One Man's
Fate, aired on KMSP-TV (FOX) in Minneapolis on Nov. 30. Marcel's Letters is the story of a
man whose beautifully written letters home to his wife and children during World War II
were discovered by the author at a Stillwater, Minn., antique store.
The curves of Marcel’s writing inspired Porter to design a font called P22 Marcel
Script, and also to write a book that shares his life story. Learn more about the book, or
pick up a copy at www.Carolyn-Porter.com.

Two Twin Cities TV Stations Cover Holiday Gift Packing Event at The Waters of
Highland Park in St. Paul
Television stations are always looking for good stories to cover, and an event that happened on Nov. 12 at
The Waters of Highland Park in St. Paul caught the attention of decision makers at both WCCO TV and
KSTP TV in the Twin Cities. The stations covered the first holiday event of the year at the senior living
community. The Pioneer Press covered the event too.
Members of the local community were invited to join residents at the senior living community as they
packed boxes for Operation Christmas Child, an event sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, an organization that
helps children and families around the world. The local project is led by Ellen Janda, a nurse who works at
the community.
The story aired on KSTP Channel 5's 5:30 p.m. newscast on Nov. 12 as well as the morning news on Nov.
13. WCCO's story aired on the Nov. 13 morning news.
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Story About Kosmo’s Monsters in the Hallway Published in the Pioneer Press Nov. 12
When there's a story making its way through the news cycle that you think ties in well to
your book, don't be afraid to reach out to reporters and oﬀer to share your story.
Jim Kosmo, author of the new novel, Monsters in the Hallway, was featured on the front
page of the Pioneer Press' local section on Sun., Nov. 12 in the article, "A memoir
wrapped inside a murder mystery."
His book tells the story of a young boy who is murdered by a sexual predator. Learn
more about the book or pick up a copy at www.JimKosmo.com.

History Prof. Jon Lauck Interviewed by Indianapolis Monthly
There was an article in the Nov. issue of Indianapolis
Monthly about Jon Lauck's book, From Warm Center to
Ragged Edge: The Erosion of Midwestern Literary and Historical
Regionalism, which examines why the Midwest is dismissed
as "flyover country."
The article previewed Lauck's talks on
Nov. 8 at Ball State University's Bracken
Library in Muncie, Ind., and his Nov. 9
appearance at Indiana University in
Bloomington, Ind.
From Warm Center to Ragged Edge: The
Erosion of Midwestern Literary and Historical Regionalism has been widely praised by the
Washington Post, Chicago Tribune, Milwaukee Journal, Omaha World Herald, the
Associated Press, and Kirkus Reviews.
Lauck’s book calls for a revival of studies of the Midwest.

Award-winning Mystery Author Marilyn Jax Launches Her 5th Novel, The Ploy
Congratulations to award-winning mystery
author Marilyn Jax! Her 5th novel is available
just in time for the holiday season. The launch
party for The Ploy took place on Nov. 7 in
Hopkins, Minn.
The Ploy is the continuation
of the adventures of private
investigators Claire Caswell
and Gaston ''Guy''
Lombard. They have
cracked many high-profile
cases in the past, but
when Claire's friend
Charlotte dies in a
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mysterious car crash in Miami, things get personal. With the stakes higher than ever before and only a
hunch to go on, the sleuths begin a painstaking investigation by scouring the wreckage, searching for
evidence of foul play where there appears to be none.
Learn more about this book, and others by Marilyn Jax at www.MarilynJax.com. A story about her latest
novel was published in the Lakeshore Weekly newspaper in early November.

Author of A Hero Dreams Brings His Book Tour to Washington State in Early
November
St. Paul author Mark Ristau continued his book tour in
Washington State in early November with appearances at Inkling
Bookshop in Yakima and the Barnes and Noble in Tukwila. He
also visited several book clubs in Washington State in November.
Ristau's novel, A Hero Dreams, is the story of a young boy
named Ricky. Devastated by his father’s sudden death, eightyear-old Ricky begins to see things—a ghostly silhouette in his
bedroom window, a gruesome train accident involving four local
teenagers, a terrorist attack that won’t occur
for another twenty-five years. After a traumatic
incident at a New England summer camp, the
visions become more frequent, more vivid,
and more disturbing. A mysterious voice assures him everything will be okay if he crosses
the “threshold.” But just what is the threshold? And what lies beyond?
A Hero Dreams takes the reader on an epic journey along the furthermost frontiers of
human consciousness and into a miraculous realm where anything is possible.
Learn more on the author's website: www.MarkRistau.com.

BreathLogic’s Nancy Chakrin Named a “50 Over 50 Honoree”
Congratulations to Nancy Chakrin from BreathLogic, a nonprofit
organization dedicated to providing global breath literacy. AARP and Pollen
named her one of the 50 inspiring and exceptional Minnesotans over the age of
50 who are SMASHING myths about aging and writing their own rules.
There was a story about Nancy's award in the Nov. 7 issue of the Lakeshore
Weekly newspaper.

Sigma’s Bookshelf Participates in the Dakota County Local Author Fair – Nov. 18
Sigma's Bookshelf enjoyed being part of The Dakota County Library's annual
Local Author Fair on Nov. 18. My son's nonprofit publishing company sold several
books, and both he and myself had some great conversations with both teens and
adults.
The Local Author Fair was an opportunity for authors and book creators to
showcase their work, discuss and sell their books, network with one another, and
learn more about writing and the publishing business.

!

PAGE 4

NEWSLETTER!
Book Marketing Trends for 2018
By Rachel M. Anderson,
Publicist, RMA Publicity
As 2017 comes to an end, it
is a time to reflect. Not only
on our successes, like the
launch party where 100 books
were sold, but on those book
marketing eﬀorts that didn’t
go as well as planned.
If you were surprised that that book trailer you
were sold on failed to yield any sales, that the
Facebook campaign you sunk $100 into didn’t do
much better, or that the social media campaign you
spent hours and hours executing failed to sell a
significant number of books, it’s time to reevaluate.
Rather than spending the majority of your
marketing budget on advertising, I recommend you
consider looking into these marketing trends the
experts say are going to deliver great results in
2018.
1) Author collaborations
A great strategy for selling books—or any
product really—is to collaborate with others. Not
only does this expand your customer base, it can be
a lot of fun, and it’s free to do. The premise is
simple really. By partnering with authors who write
in the same genre you do, you can both increase
discoverability and grow your following.
Some great ways to execute this concept are do
joint signings at community centers, festivals and
bookstores, and to write about each other in your
newsletters and social media posts. This is a trend
that has started showing up in bookstores recently.
In fact, the Barnes and Noble near me recently
held an event titled, “Land of 10,000 Stories,”
featuring readings and author-to-author interviews
with 12 local mystery authors.
2) Turn to your fans for advice on how to better
engage with them.
Some of the most popular ways to stay
connected to fans are through newsletters and
social media, but if you’ve noticed the number of
people engaging with you falling oﬀ recently, there
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may be a reason. Don’t just guess at what it is. Ask
your fans for advice on how to better connect with
them through a survey.
Some great free tools to use for online surveys
are Survey Monkey and Google Forms. Ask
questions such as what kind of content would you
like to see in my newsletter? What did you think of
my last book? Or which of my characters is your
favorite and why? This tactic oﬀers a way to not
only engage your fans, but to make better
connections with them as well.
3) Tap the news media to help raise awareness
about your book.
When was the last time there was a story about
you or your book in the news media—newspaper,
radio or television? If you haven’t pursued stories
yet, you’re missing a huge opportunity.
Reporters are always seeking out special interest
stories, but it’s unlikely they’re going to find out
about you unless you contact them first. That’s
where PR comes in. Do some research and figure
out which reporters are most likely to be interested
in interviewing you, then give them a call.
Not sure who to contact, or need advice on how
to go about reaching out to the media? RMA
Publicity would be happy to help. We develop
marketing and publicity plans for authors, write
press releases, feature articles and press kits, pitch
stories to the media, and also help with setting up
book launch parties, book signings and other
author events, and a whole lot more. Contact us for
more information, or to arrange a free publicity
consultation.

Next month’s publicity tips article:
Get the New Year Oﬀ to a Good Start By
Putting a Book Publicity Plan in Place

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com
(952) 240 - 2513
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ALSO IN NOVEMBER ...
Thank you very
much to everyone
who supported my
son’s nonprofit book publishing company
for teen authors during Give to the Max Day on
Nov. 16. Thanks to your support, combined with a
donation from an anonymous donor, we achieved
our goal of raising $1,000 for Sigma’s Bookshelf.
The money will be used to help bring teen authors’
books to market at no cost to them.
Children’s book author
Aurora Whittet launched her
latest book, How to Turn Your
Mom into a Monster, at Subtext
Books in St. Paul on Nov. 11.
She also signed books at
Breen’s Pharmacy in Benson,
Minn., on Nov. 26.

Ken Tucker, author, The
Familiar Compound Trickster: Eliot
Ness’s Most Dangerous Enemy, was
interviewed on WBNS-AM in
Murray, Ky., on Nov. 17.

Karen Melvin and
Melinda Nelson signed
copies of Boathouses of
Lake Minnetonka at the
Barnes and Noble in
Roseville, Minn., on Nov.
26.

Kathleen Novak, author, Rare
Birds, signed books at SubText in
St. Paul on Nov. 29.

Rachel M. Anderson, founder of RMA Publicity,
led the talk, “How to Write a Press Release that
Gets Action,” at the St. Louis Park, Minn., library
on Nov. 14. The event was sponsored by WeMN
(Women Entrepreneurs of Minnesota).

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in December 2017 or January 2018, let us know! RMA Publicity
may be able to help you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media for your book.
December is...

January is...

National Impaired Driving Prevention Month
National Write a Business Plan Month
Safe Toys and Gifts Month

Get Organized Month
International Creativity Month
International Child-Centered Divorce Month
National Mentoring Month
National Personal Self-Defense Awareness Month
Teen Driving Awareness Month

Also Observed in December...
Special Education Day – Dec. 2
International Day of Persons with Diabilities – Dec. 3
National Older Driver Safety Awareness Week – Dec. 4 – 8
Human Right Day – Dec. 10
First Flight Anniversary Day – Dec. 17
No Interruptions Day – Dec. 29
* Source: 2017 Chase’s Calendar of Events

!

Also Observed in January...
New Year’s Resolutions Week – Jan. 1 – 7
Diet Resolutions Week – Jan. 1-7
Dating and Life Coach Recognition Week – Jan. 7 – 13
Healthy Weight Week – Jan. 14 – 20
Data Privacy Day – Jan. 28
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