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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
Launch Party Held for New Book that
Uncovers the Truth About the Kensington
and Spirit Pond Runestones
UPCOMING EVENTS
Ms. Nique, author, If My Past Wasn’t
So Dark My Future Wouldn’t Shine So
Bright, will speak at the Sister Spokesman
Healthy Families event at the Knights of
Columbus in Bloomington, Minn., June 2,
1p.m. – 2 p.m.
T.A. Degner, author, My Brave Little
Man, has several signings planned in June:
Cook County Library, Grand Marais, Minn.,
June 8, Noon – 4 p.m.
B&N Duluth, June 16
Bookcase of Wayzata, Wayzata, Minn.,
June 18, 7 p.m.
Tobie’s Restaurant & Bakery, Hinckley, Minn.,
June 20
B&N Edina, Minn., June 26, 7 p.m.
“The Authors of Quentin” – wine and
cheese reception. Bob Wolfe, Pamela KingRediger and Charles Whittlesey are all selfpublished authors who live on Quentin
Avenue in Minneapolis. They will all speak at
the Kokoro Visions Gallery at 4416 Excelsior
Boulevard in St. Louis Park, and also sell and
sign copies of their books. Friday, June 8, 7
p.m.

The historic relic housed at
the Runestone Museum in
Alexandria, Minn., is back in
the spotlight thanks to a new
book. The oﬃcial launch
party for The Last Kings of Norse America: Runestone Keys to a Lost Empire
took place the afternoon of May 10 at the Runestone Museum.
Above: Robert G. Johnson and his
daughter, Janey Westin, the co-authors of
The Last Kings of Norse America, sign
books at their launch party.

Dozens of people turned out to hear the presentation made by
authors Robert G. Johnson of Minnetonka, Minn., and his daughter,
Janey Westin of Edina, Minn. Johnson is a professor of geophysics at
the University of Minnesota. Westin is a professional stone letter
carver who has studied medieval writings extensively.

!

B&N Apple Valley will host a Summer
Reading Kick-off Party for kids on Sat.,
June 9. Colette Nicoletta, author, Allison
Investigates and There’s a Frog on My
Forehead, will appear at 11 a.m. Mark Toffle,
author, The Raindrop Who Lost His
Cloud But Found His Purpose, will
appear at 1 p.m. Jean Clausen, author, Green
Wise Kids, will appear at 3 p.m.
Christine Fournier, author, On the Sunny
Side of the Street, An Alzheimer’s Journey,
will appear at the B&N in Roseville, Minn., on
June 16, between 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. She will lead
a discussion about helping a loved one with
Alzheimer’s and also sign books.
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“For years, historians have questioned whether two runic stones, one
found in western Minnesota and one on the coast of Maine, are legitimate
medieval runestones, and have dismissed them as hoaxes. But after
examining the runes on both stones and studying the time period during
which we believe they were created, there is no doubt in my mind that they
are the real deal,” Westin told the crowd.
"There is substantial documentation showing that these are authentic
discoveries. Puzzling Scandinavian historical documents of that time only
make good sense now that we know more of the details of the expedition,
as found on the two runestones," added Johnson.
The Last Kings of Norse America: Runestone Keys to a Lost Empire connects the
runestones to a Norse expedition to North America, documented by a 1354
Royal Proclamation. Johnson explained that both the Kensington stone,
found in 1898 on a settler’s farm near Kensington, Minn., and Spirit Pond
runestone, found 73 years later on coastal Maine, were memorials to the
men lost during an expedition to North America. The authors say the trip
was led by Haakon VI, son of Magnus, King of
Sweden and Norway, and the Honorable Paul
Knutson, a king’s law speaker in Norway, who was
in command.

Above: This is the actual
runestone found in 1898 on a
settler’s farm near Kensington,
Minn. It is now housed in the
Runestone Museum in Alexandria, The Echo Press and KXAS Television in
Minnesota.
Alexandria, Minn., both covered the book launch
event. Reporter Crystal Dey’s story, Another
runstone discovered is live on the newspaper's website.

The Last Kings of Norse America: Runestone Keys to a Lost Empire is available for
purchase via the author’s website, www.thelastkingsofnorseamerica.com. It can also
be found in select bookstores, and online at www.beaverspondbooks.com,
www.amazon.com and www.barnesandnoble.com.
Minnesota Children’s Museum Hosts the Author of Good News – I Failed: A Story of Inventing
in Minnesota
When it came time to try his hand at
inventing, the son of a famous Minnesota
inventor didn’t have a lot of luck with the
technological advancement he was trying to
achieve, but for Doug Cornelius, failure was a
good thing!
It led to success in a whole diﬀerent area --writing. The author of Good News – I Failed: A
Right: Doug Cornelius’ presentation at the
Minnesota Children’s Museum on Sunday, May 6,
drew a pretty good crowd.

!
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Story of Inventing in Minnesota shared his story with children and parents at the Minnesota Children’s
Museum the morning of May 6 as part of the museum’s “Anyone Can Be an Inventor” celebration.
Good News I Failed is the story of Josh Lindstrom who wants to invent an aquarium cleaner that will allow
him to keep his fish tank clean without having to regularly dump out the water. The boy’s grandfather, who
is a walking encyclopedia when it comes to information about Minnesota inventors, helps him by providing
anecdotes about how other famous inventions came to be.
After talking a bit about his book, Cornelius showed the children and
their parents some of the innovations we have thanks to kids –
including the ear muﬀs and the popsicle stick. After his presentation,
Cornelius joined the kids in the museum’s Curiosity Center for the
“Make it Float” activity, where kids were given styrofoam cups and
saucers, straws, water bottles and other materials and challenged to
create an apparatus that would float in the kiddie
pool. One after another, excited kids showed their
inventions to the inventor.
Doug Cornelius’ love for inventing came from his
upbringing. His father, Dick Cornelius, held 180
patents during his lifetime, including one for the drink
dispenser still used in bars, restaurants and stores
today.

Above: Doug Cornelius, author, Good
Also in May, Doug Cornelius made an appearance at
News - I Failed: A Story of Inventing
Carondelet
Catholic School in Minneapolis. He shared his story with
in Minnesota looks on as two young kids
students in the 5th grade.
“Make it Float.”
Wayzata, Minn., Author Appears on National Television to Promote Her Book
When she sat down to write her children’s book,
Snort’s Special Gi%, Suzann Yue of Wayzata, Minn.,
had mixed emotions. “I was half celebrating, half
mourning the loss of my beloved Boxer,” she said.
When Snort got sick and the decision was made
to end the dog’s suﬀering and send her to heaven,
Yue had tried to find a book she could share with
her children to help explain what was about to
happen, but couldn’t. So she decided to write one of
her own.
Snort’s Special Gi% was released by Minnesota
publisher Beaver’s Pond Press in 2011 and has since
won numerous national awards, including a gold
medal in the children’s picture book category of the Mom’s Choice Awards and a silver medal in the
spiritual/religion category of the Moonbeam Children’s Book Awards. In May of this year Snort’s Special Gi%
was recognized as one of the best children’s books printed in the Midwest in 2011. It was named a finalist for
a Midwest Book Award.
All the attention the book has been receiving hasn’t gone unnoticed by the national media. In early 2012,
producers from Lifetime Television’s The Balancing Act invited Yue to appear on their show. The interview
she did with anchorwoman Kristy Villa aired on the network May 30. The Balancing Act is a show that

!

PAGE 3

NEWSLETTER!

JUNE 2012

celebrates the lives and accomplishments of women.
“When I got the call that they wanted to interview me I was so amazed and
deeply touched,” said Yue. “It is very rewarding to know that my book is making an
impact.”
Snort’s Special Gi% has become the resource of choice for veterinarians
throughout the United States. It is being used overseas as well. In fact, the book
has been so popular it is now in its second printing. Snort's Special Gi% can be found
at many Twin Cities area veterinarian oﬃces. It is also available at Barnes & Noble
and online at the website, www.suzannyue.com.
Story About Minnesota Author’s New Children’s Book Appears in the St. Paul Pioneer Press
Minnesota author Gordon Fredrickson decided to try something a little diﬀerent
with his latest children’s book about farming in Minnesota. What I Saw on the Farm,
released in May by Beaver’s Pond Press, was illustrated by a 13-year-old boy - Bradley
Simon of New Prague. The boy is a distant relative of the author.
“About a year ago I had a conversation with my cousin, and she mentioned that
her grandson is really good at drawing. She was pretty enthusiastic about it so I
thought to myself, I should see the boy’s work,” said Fredrickson.
When he did, Fredrickson knew it was time to get the book he had written back in
2004 published. “I was very impressed with Bradley’s drawing ability. He was able to create characters in a
very unique way. It was more than just copying something. He had the imagination and skill to put his own
touch into things,” he said.
Kids young and old can’t help but laugh as they read about -- and see -horses that drive, dogs that dance, hogs that dine and roosters that mow the
lawn. Pioneer Press reporter Jessica Fleming’s article about the book, New
Prague boy, 13, illustrates Lakeville man’s children’s book about farm life, ran in
the paper on May 17.
Fredrickson’s books aren’t just got kids. They’re also for people nostalgic
about the good old days. In May, Fredrickson made appearances at the Valley
View Health Care Center, the Caledonia Care & Rehab Center, the Prime Time
Over 55 Club and the Verndale Senior Center.
Two RMA Publicity Authors Now Have Books on the Shelf at the Minneapolis Institute of Arts Gift Shop
A key component of a good book marketing plan is thinking of all the
places where a book belongs. For the children’s books written by Yvonne
Palka (Super Simple Sumi-e and Dragon Fire Ocean Mist) and Suzann Yue
(Snort’s Special Gi%) one of those places is the Minneapolis Institute of Arts’
gift shop.
Both books feature wonderful illustrations, which make them the perfect
gift for the art enthusiast. Yvonne Palka both wrote and illustrated her
books. Yue’s book was illustrated by award-winning California artist Lin
Wang.
The books can be purchased in the Museum gift shop or online through the authors’ websites,
www.SuzannYue.com and nwdragons.com.
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Lifelong Dream Becomes a Reality for a Minneapolis Author & Photographer
A lifelong dream came true for Bob Wolfe
in May. For years the now 70-year-old
Minneapolis man, who spent his career
working as a professional photographer, has
dreamed of the day his work would be on
display in a gallery for all to see.
Unwilling to wait for an art museum or
gallery to discover his talent, he decided to
open a gallery of his own. The Kokoro
Visions Gallery is a pop up gallery that
opened the evening of May 11 in a formerly
vacant storefront at 4416 Execelsior
Boulevard in St. Louis Park, Minn. The
gallery will remain open during limited hours
through June 30.
The show features photographs of
Above: Bob Wolfe’s photo exhibition wi( remain open through the
moments captured in nature, images from
end of June in St. Louis Park, Minnesota.
the Middle East taken in 1962 and 1967,
biomedical photography, photographs of
martial arts moves, portraits and images taken for some of the 70 plus children's books Wolfe has worked on
during his career. The photos on display are all
available for purchase. So are copies of A Drop of Life
in the Sea of Time - One Photographer's Visual Field Notes.
The book was originally intended to be a catalog for
the show but quickly turned into a whole lot more.
Copies are available for purchase at the gallery and
online at bobwolfephoto.com. RMA Publicity secured
the articles, Pop-up galleries catch on in the Twin
Cities that ran in the St. Paul Pioneer Press on May 11,
and St. Louis Park art show a lifetime in the making that ran in the Minnesota Sun Sailor on April 26.
RMA Publicity Capitalizes on a Ready-made Media Opportunity to Get a News Story About a
Tough Subject on the Air
When authors ask what it takes to get a news
story on TV, they are often amazed to find out
it’s less about luck and more about strategy. In
Stacey Ackerman’s case, timing was everything.
The week of May 6 – 12 was National Anxiety
and Depression Awareness Week. A pitch about
problem that aﬀects some 15 million Americans
got a producer’s attention at KARE 11 in
Minneapolis.
Ackerman suﬀered from postpartum anxiety
disorder after the birth of her third child back in
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2009. The problem got so bad she had to be institutionalized. While being treated in the
mental ward at a Twin Cities hospital, Ackerman journaled about what she was going
through and last year that journal turned into a book.
Now she’s using Supermom – A Postpartum Anxiety Survival Story, as a tool to help other
women dealing with the same problems she faced. Anchor Belinda Jensen praised
Ackerman for her courage and fortitude during the interview she did with her on KARE 11
Saturday on May 5.
Author of My Brave Little Man Appears at the Roseville, Minn. Barnes & Noble
When he’s not working, it seems that T.A. Degner, author of
My Brave Little Man, a memoir about his early childhood
years in a Duluth orphanage, is either appearing at a book
signing event or setting one up. “I really enjoy getting to
meet new people and share my story with them,” he said.
Degner of Eden Prairie, Minn., grew up faster than any child
should. Abandoned by his birth mother when he was just 4years-old, he was adopted by a Minnesota
farm couple. His book sheds light on the
issues older adopted children carry with
them that must be faced by their new
families, and also examines the importance
of having good role models in life.
Degner kicked oﬀ his summer book tour in May with appearances at the Mankato,
Minn., Barnes & Noble on the 12th and one at the Roseville, Minn., Barnes & Noble on
the 19th. Log on to www.tadegner.com for a list of events and more information about the
book.
Congratulations to the 2012 Midwest Book Awards Winners
Several of RMA Publicity’s authors won recognition at the 22nd annual Midwest Book Awards, sponsored
by the Midwest Independent Publisher’s Association. The awards ceremony took place on May 9 during a
gala event at the Bloomington Center for the Arts in Bloomington, Minnesota.
The awards program recognizes books for their creativity in content and execution, overall quality and
their unique contribution to its subject area. Congratulations to all the winners and finalists!

A SONG IN MY HEART
Winner - Arts

LETHAL TRAJECTORIES
Winner – Fiction: Popular

Finalist – Fiction: Romance

!
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BACHELOR SLOB IN THE
KITCHEN
Winner – Humor

A DEAD WOMAN’S MIRROR
Finalist – Fiction: Romance

DEAD AIR
Finalist – Cover: Hardbound &
Interior Layout

SNORT’S SPECIAL
GIFT
Finalist – Children’s
Fiction

A DROP OF LIFE IN THE
SEA OF TIME
Finalist – Illustration:
Photography & Coﬀee Table
Book

Looking for a Literary Agent?
A question we’ve been getting from authors a lot lately is, “How do I find a literary agent?” RMA
Publicity recently came across a great resource while researching that question. The website for the
Association of Authors’ Representatives (AAR), lists its members on its website. Log on to
www.aaronline.org and click on the “Literary Agents” icon. There you will find a searchable list of agents and
the genres they are interested in. Good luck!

ALSO IN MAY...
RMA Publicity’s Rachel M. Anderson led a discussion about book publicity at the Great River Authors
Group Meeting at the St. Cloud Library on May 7.

!
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The New Jersey Star Ledger
named Lilian Duval’s You Never
Know one of the top uplifting
stories by a New Jersey author in
the article, New Jersey authors
write away, published May 20.

The Minnesota Women’s
Press named Colleen Baldrica’s
novel, Tree Spirited Woman, the
favorite book by a female
author in its 15th Annual “What
Women Want” Survey. The
survey results are in the May
2012 edition of the magazine.
RMA Publicity secured the
newspaper articles, Stillwater
Author’s Novel Getting National Recognition
(Patch.com, published May 17) -- Local’s Book in
Oscar Night Goodie Bag, (St. Croix Valley Press,
published April 29) --- and Stillwater Author’s
Novel Gets National Recognition, (MN Sun,
published April 20), to promote Baldrica’s
achievement.

The article, Grad 2012:
Motivational mindset to get the
job, about Dr. Michael
Provitera’s book, Mastering Self
Motivation, was published on
the Examiner.com website.

!

The article, Whidbey
authors publish two
guides, one for
inkbrush, one to mark
life’s special moments,
appeared in the South
Whidbey Record in
Washington State on
May 9.

The article, A ‘Brave Little Man’
tells his story about Terry
Degner’s memoir by the same
name was published in the Eden
Prairie News on May 23.

John Huston,
author, Forward:
The First American
Unsupported
Expedition to the
North Pole, led a
presentation at the
Evanston Public
Library in
Evanston, Ill., on May 31.
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5 Mistakes Authors Should Work Hard to
Avoid
When it comes to book
marketing, there are a lot of
mistakes that first time
authors make. They are in
such a rush to get their
books published, they don’t
take the time to learn how
to make a book a success.
Here are 5 of the most
common mistakes authors make. Being aware of
them from the get-go will hopefully help you avoid
them.
1) Planning for the short term only
A lot of authors concentrate all of their eﬀorts,
and marketing budget, on the launch event; but fail
to take the time to figure out how to keep
attention on their book throughout the year.
Anyone who has spent any amount of time in the
industry knows there is no such thing as an
“instant success.” It takes time to build up your
reputation.
That is why we recommend authors have a
marketing plan prepared from the get-go that they
can follow throughout the year.
2) Trusting someone who doesn’t have a track
record in the industry
Before hiring an editor, publisher, cover designer,
printer or publicist, check them out. You want to
surround yourself with people who have worked in
the industry and know the needs of the market
beyond just one title. Ask for referrals, and success
stories.
3) Not understanding the importance of a book
cover

JUNE 2012
4) Not understanding the timing
Unless your book is about a fabulous travel
destination, you should never do a release during
the summer months. A lot of people go on vacation
when the kids are oﬀ from school, and chances are
a number of your friends and supporters will be
unable to make it to the launch party.
It’s also important to keep in mind that a book
launch should be planned carefully and then leave
wiggle room just in case there’s a problem at the
printer or with distribution.
5) Focusing all of your marketing attention on
Oprah
A lot of authors have been told by well-meaning
friends and admirers that their book – and personal
story – is so compelling they should be on the
Oprah Winfrey Show. While yes, you may be
“Oprah Material,” the chances of getting onto the
show are slim. The only people who can determine
if you should be on her show are her producers.
It’s okay to dream big, but be realistic! Don’t
invest all of your marketing eﬀorts on targeting
Oprah’s show. A much better use of resources is to
work hard to own your hometown market.
Next month’s article
How to Go About Finding New Markets for
Your Book
Like us on Facebook please
RMA Publicity regularly posts author news and
events to our Facebook page, which is easily
accessed through the front page of
www.RMAPublicity.com. If you would like to receive
updates as they happen, please visit our page and
“like” it.

You’ve likely spent months if not years working
on your book, and if you didn’t want people to read
it, you wouldn’t be going to the eﬀort to get it
published.
While yes, the content is great, if the cover isn’t
appealing people won’t pick it up. Don’t let your
cover be an afterthought. Hire a professional to
design one that will be both appealing and
memorable.

!

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com
(952) 240 - 2513
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MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in June or July, let us know! RMA Publicity may be able to help you
secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media for your book.

June Media Opportunities
Audio book Appreciation Month
Cancer from the Sun Month
Cataract Awareness Month
Child Vision Awareness Month
Children’s Awareness Month
Fireworks Safety Month
International Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
National Safety Month
Professional Wellness Month
Rebuild Your Life Month

Other dates observed in June….
Black Single Parents Week – June 2 – 8
National Cancer Survivors Day – June 3
Minnesota Inventors Congress Invention and Idea Show – June 8 & 9
Abused Women & Children’s Awareness Day – June 10
Baby Boomers Recognition Day – June 23

July Media Opportunities
Bereaved Parents Awareness Month
Bioterrorism/Disaster Education and Awareness Month
National Make a Difference to Children Month
Sandwich Generation Month
* Source: 2012 Chase’s Calendar of Events
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