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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
New York Publisher Releases Marcel’s Letters: A
Font and the Search for One Man’s Fate on June 6
The non-fiction title, Marcel's Letters: A Font and the Search for One Man's Fate, is scheduled for release by
New York publisher Skyhorse Publishing on June 6, and the promotional campaign for the book is already
delivering results.
In May, a feature article written by RMA Publicity was published in the White Bear Press newspaper. On
June 7, the author is booked on WCCO-TV for a 6:40 a.m. interview, and on June 18, a review of the book
will be published in the Star Tribune newspaper.
Here is a summary of the story: More than a decade ago, graphic designer
Carolyn Porter of White Bear Lake found a cache of old letters in a Stillwater
antique shop. She bought several of the letters with the intent of using them
as source material for a new font she ultimately designed called P22 Marcel
Script.
Turns out the letters had been beautifully written by a Frenchman named
Marcel Heuzé while he was imprisoned in a German work camp during World
War II. After Porter had the letters translated from French to English, she
learned Marcel had lovingly written the letters to his wife and daughters,
filling them in on the terrible living conditions in his work camp and his
longing for home.
Once she learned what the letters said, Porter was desperate to find out if
Marcel ever made it home. Not to mention how letters sent from Germany to
France so long ago ended up in Stillwater, Minn.
She teamed up with a genealogy expert who helped her find the answers she was
seeking, and on June 6, 2017, the book she wrote about her quest will be released.
A book launch party for Marcel's Letters: A Font and the Search for One Man's Fate is
planned for the evening of June 8, 2017, from 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at Open Book in
Minneapolis (1011 South Washington Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55415). The party is
free and will be open to the public. Tickets are available here.
Learn more about the book at www.Carolyn-Porter.com.

Coming up in June...
Laurie Rosin, author, Danny’s Boy, will sign books at the
Barnes and Noble in Roseville, Minn., on Sat., June 10
beginning at 2 p.m.

!

The Bucket List Book written by Paul Batz oﬃcially
launches on June 23.
A story about Justin M. Anderson’s publishing company
for teens, Sigma’s Bookshelf, appears in the June 2017
issue of Wayzata Life Magazine.
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Sigma’s Bookshelf Officially Launches its First Two Titles on June 24
Less than a year after coming up with the idea to start up a
publishing company exclusively for teens, Justin M. Anderson’s Sigma’s
Bookshelf is ready to release its first two titles.
The launch party for the 16-year-old Wayzata
High School student’s debut novel, Nothing But
Trouble, will take place at the Barnes and Noble
Booksellers store located at 2100 Snelling Avenue
in Roseville, Minn., on Sat., June 24, beginning at
2 p.m. Also releasing at the event is The Murder at
Emerson’s, written by 13-year-old Ruby Schwieger
of Roseville.
At the event, both teen authors will share the
inspiration behind their stories and do readings. Anderson’s Nothing But Trouble is the
story of a pharmaceutical CEO so desperate to save his company, he throws ethics out the window
when a mysterious man leads him to a cure for cancer. His decision to move forward with a human trial
involving the “cure” without testing it first leads to nothing but trouble.
In The Murder at Emerson’s, a couple of kids stumble upon a murder scene at their school
and the conspiracy to cover it up. They turn into amateur sleuths, but in the process of
trying to solve the case almost become victims themselves.
The event will kick oﬀ with Sigma’s Bookshelf co-founder Rachel M. Anderson talking
about what’s next for the company, which exclusively publishes the work of teen authors
at no expense to them. The event is free and open to the public.
Sigma’s Bookshelf is a sponsored project of Springboard for the Arts, a nonprofit arts
service organization. Contributions on behalf of Sigma’s Bookshelf may be made
payable to Springboard for the Arts and are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
Donations can be made online at www.SigmasBookShelf.com/donate.
If you want to support the kids but can’t make it to the launch event, here are links where their books can
be purchased online: Nothing But Trouble: Amazon / Barnes and Noble... The Murder at Emerson's: Amazon /
Barnes and Noble.

Lauck’s From Warm Center to Ragged Edge Reviewed in the Washington Post
Congratulations to Professor Jon K. Lauck. The Washington
Post just released a very favorable review of his latest book,
From Warm Center to Ragged Edge: The Erosion
of Midwestern Literary and Historical
Regionalism, 1920-1965.
In his review, reporter Michael Didra
said, From Warm Center to Ragged Edge is
scholarly — there are as many pages of
notes as of text — and Lauck does favor
long sentences, which may take getting
used to. But this is an important book
and these days, especially, deserves to be read and debated."

!
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Lauck is the founding president of the Midwestern History Association, the co-founder and Associate
Editor of Middle West Review, and an adjunct professor of history and political science at the University of
South Dakota. He has also authored seven books. From Warm Center to Ragged Edge: The Erosion of Midwestern
Literary and Historical Regionalism, 1920-1965 was oﬃcially released by University of Iowa Press on June 1.

Authors of Adventure North Promote their Book on KARE-TV Minneapolis

Nine years-ago this May, people throughout the state of Minnesota were captivated by the adventure two
young men from the city of Chaska decided to embark on right after their early graduation from high
school. Sean Bloomfield and Colton Witte were in the beginning stages of a 2,200 mile canoe trip from
Chaska to Hudson Bay in Canada.
In honor of the successful trip's anniversary, the book Adventure North was recently
released. This summer the men, who are now in their late 20s, are touring the state to talk
about their book, and the lessons learned on their journey. They are also making good on a
pledge they made to inspire others to seek their own adventures.
Bloomfield and Witte appeared on the KARE TV 4 p.m. newscast in Minneapolis on
May 23 to talk about their book and tour, which includes the following stops in June, July
and August:
Tuesday, June 6 - 7:00pm - Subtext Bookstore Presentation (St. Paul, MN)
Sunday, June 11 - 8:30am - Great American Canoe Festival Presentation (Ely, MN)
Friday/Saturday, June 16/17 - All Day - Faribault Heritage Days Festival Booth
Wednesday, June 21 - 9:00am - Benilde St. Margaret's Summer Course Presentation
Friday-Sunday, July 7-9 - All Day - Heritage Days Two Harbors Booth
Friday-Sunday, July 28-30 - All Day - Blueberry Days Festival Booth (Ely, MN)
Friday-Sunday, August 4-6 - All Day - Fishmerman's Picnic Booth (Grand Marais, MN)
For more information about the book, go to www.HudsonBayBook.com.

!
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Official Launch Party for Boathouses of Lake Minnetonka a Huge Success
Just in time for the
entertaining season on
Lake Minnetonka
comes the release of a
book sure to inspire
Minnesotans to return
to the lake. Boathouses
of Lake Minnetonka
oﬃcially launched on
May 22 with a party at
the Excelsior Brewing
Company. More than
100 people attended
the event, which
featured a talk with
photos, a questionand-answer session
and signing.
The Star Tribune newspaper published a preview article on May 21, and earlier
this month, RMA Publicity secured two TV inteviews. Publisher/photographer
Karen Melvin and author Melinda Nelson appeared on KARE-TV in
Minneapolis on May 15, and WCCO-TV on May 18 to talk about their book,
which includes the stories behind 35 of the more than 375 boathouses on the
lake. It also features over four hundred images taken by Karen Melvin, who is a
professional photographer specializing in architecture, interiors and lifestyle
photography.
More information is available at www.Shop.KarenMelvin.com.

Barry ZeVan the Weather Man’s Life Story Featured in Minnesota Good Age’s May
Issue
Congratulations to Barry ZeVan The Weather Man. His
life story and recently published memoir, Barry ZeVan, My
Life Among the Giants, A Memoir, is the cover story in the
May issue of Minnesota Good Age.
The article highlights ZeVan's amazing career, and the
people he has met along the way, including Harry
Truman, Jerry Stiller, Sammy Davis Jr., and the list goes
on. Copies of his memoir are available online at
www.Amazon.com.

!
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Team Women MN’s Leadership Conference Promoted on KARE-TV Minneapolis
TeamWomenMN’s 6th Annual
Leadership Conference took place
on May 5 at the Minneapolis Event
Centers and was a huge success.
More than 300 women from
throughout the state attended the
conference titled “Fearless Women,
Fascinating Minds."
RMA Publicity handled PR for the
event, and secured an interview on
KARE TV in Minneapolis last
month to preview the event.

Saving Stripes: A Kitty’s Story Author Participates in Animal Humane Society’s Annual
Walk for Animals
The Animal Humane Society's annual "Walk for Animals" fundraiser was held
on May 6 in Minneapolis, and the Saving Stripes team had a great time
participating.
Justin M. Anderson, the author of Saving Stripes: A Kitty's Story,
and his parents joined thousands of animal lovers as they walked
in honor of Stripes, her mother and two siblings. Justin found
the cat family in his neighborhood park back in 2014. With the
help of a neighbor, he saved all four cats, and wrote a story
about the rescue.
Since its release, nearly 300 copies of Saving Stripes: A
Kitty's Story have been sold with 100 percent of the proceeds
benefiting S.O.S. Rescue Relief Inc., of Plymouth, Minn. The nonprofit operates The
Adopt-A-Pet Shop in Plymouth, Minn., and played a key role in saving Stripes' mother.
Copies of Saving Stripes: A Kitty's Story sell for $10 and can be purchased online at
www.createspace.com/4931704.

Midwest Book Awards Winners Announced
Congratulations to all the winners and finalists in the 2017 Midwest
Book Awards program, including Marianne McDonough, author, 8 Steps
to Getting Real with Cancer. She won first place in the Health category.
RMA Publicity is proud to represent her.
Here is a link to the press release listing all the winners; and here is
where you can find more information about Marianne's book: www.
8StepsToGettingRealWithCancer.com.

!
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ALSO IN MAY ...

Tom Glaser, author of Full
Heart Living: Conversations with
the Happiest People I Know, signed
books at the Barnes and Noble
at the Calhoun Village Shopping
Center in Minneapolis on May
13.

Anne Simpson, author, Do You
Feel As Old As You Are?
Conversations with My
Granddaughter, was interviewed on
WCCO Radio in Minneapolis on
May 10. Just in time for Mother's
Day, she and host Jordana Green
discussed the book she wrote
with the goal in mind of
encouraging women of all generations to talk with
each other about aging, rather than keeping it a
deep, dark secret.

Jon Oleson, author, What
Legacy are We Giving Our Kids?,
had a book discussion and
signing at the Bloomington Civic
Center Rehearsal Hall in
Bloomington, Minn., on May 10.
His book examines the role
politics plays in the lives of
Americans, and the legacy we are
leaving behind for our kids. The
event featured opening comments, Q & A, a
personalized book signings and refreshments.
More information about the book can be found at
www.LegacyToKids.com.

Learn more about the book online at
www.HuﬀPublishing.com.

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in June or July 2017, let us know! RMA Publicity may be able to help
you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media for your book.
June is...

July is...

Adopt-A-Shelter-Cat Month
Effective Communications Month
Gay and Lesbian Pride Month
PTSD Awareness Month

Cell Phone Courtesy Month
National Grilling Month
National Make a Difference to Children Month
National Park and Recreation Month
Worldwide Bereaved Parents Month

Also Observed in June...
Hug Your Cat Day – June 2
National Gun Violence Awareness Day – June 2
National Trails Day – June 3
Lightning Safety Awareness Week – June 18 – 24
PTSD Awareness Day – June 27

Also Observed in July...
Tell the Truth Day – July 7

* Source: 2017 Chase’s Calendar of Events

!
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How to Capitalize on the Summer Months to
Sell Books
Ah Summer. The time of
year we’ve been waiting so
patiently for has arrived.
Finally, we have time to enjoy
outdoor activities like walking
in the park, swimming and
just relaxing in the sun and
reading a book.
For retail, summer is
typically a pretty slow time of
year as people are more focused on leisure time
than getting things done. It is for that very reason,
however, that summertime is a great time to
promote and sell books.
Reading is one of those coveted leisure activities
people enjoy doing in the summertime, so
capitalize on all the opportunities out there. Here
are some ideas for easy ways to promote a book
during the summertime:
1) Appear at summer festivals. Just about every
local community puts on a summer festival to bring
people together, and they typically oﬀer local
businesses the opportunity to buy a table and
showcase their services. If you haven’t done so
already, check to see if there is any space available
for you at your local festival. This is a sure fire way
to reach hundreds, maybe even thousands of
people if you live in a large community.
There are typically fees to secure a table at these
events, but they are usually nominal. And don’t be
afraid to venture into a nearby community either. I
work with several authors who spend the entire
summer traveling the Midwest selling books at
festivals.
2) Library appearances. Another popular place to
present is at your local or regional library. Since a
lot of people travel in the summertime, there is less
competition for securing those coveted event slots.
Reach out to your local library to see if they can
work you into their schedule. Many libraries will
both pay the author an appearance fee, and allow
him or her to sell books to attendees.
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libraries will print up flyers and leave them near
book checkout lanes. Some library systems also
print up catalogs of events that are distributed
both in print and online.
3) Set up signings at bookstores. Bookstores are
another popular place to do events. They don’t
charge a fee for the use of their facility, but they
won’t pay you to appear either. If you do an event
at an independent bookstore, you can either sell
books on consignment, typically with either a
70/30 split or 60/40 split oﬀ the retail price—with
the larger amount going to the author; or the store
will order the book through a distributor. Most of
the chain stores will go through their own
distributor, so cash will never trade hands.
In addition to planning events, summer is also a
good time to strategize about what you’re going to
do to sell books in the fall and winter, which are
typically the busiest times of year to sell books. Go
to www.rmapublicity.com/feature-articles/38-bookpublicity to view more book publicity tips articles.
Next month’s publicity tips article:
Online Marketing Strategies that Will Help You
Sell More Books on Amazon
RMA Publicity regularly posts author news and
events to our Facebook page, which is easily
accessed through the front page of
www.RMAPublicity.com. If you would like to
receive updates as they happen, please visit our
Facebook page and “like” it.

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com
(952) 240 - 2513

The great thing about library appearances is that
you typically get help with promotion. The
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