NEWSLETTER!

DECEMBER 2013

THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
Great Houses of Summit Avenue and the Hi! District
Expected to be a Big Seller in 2013
It has been a busy holiday season
already for Great Houses of Summit
Avenue and the Hi! District published
by Big Picture Press of Minneapolis
Minn. The book’s launch party took
place the evening of Nov. 7 at
Common Good Books in St. Paul.
The store is owned by Prairie Home
Companion host Garrison Keillor,
who wrote the foreword.
His home along St. Paul’s historic
Summit Avenue is one of the 24
homes featured in the book. The
homes were designed by noted
architects, including Clarence
Johnston, Cass Gilbert, Reed and
Stem, Emanuel Masqueray, and many
others.
The authors and photographer/
publisher Karen Melvin made several
appearances throughout the Twin
Cities Metro in November. The
book has also received plenty of
media attention.

Above: Karen Melvin poses in "ont
In an article published in its book of the table where several hundred
section on Dec. 1st, the Minneapolis copies of her book are on display at
Star Tribune named the book one of the Barnes & Noble Bookse!ers store
the 10 best Minnesota books for the in Rosevi!e, Minn.
holiday season; and that’s just one of
the many articles that have come out so far.
On Nov., 28th, the article, Author of photo book documenting St.
Paul mansions to speak at The Book Shelf ran in the Winona Daily
News. On Nov. 23rd, Melvin and some of the authors appeared on
KLBB-AM Radio with Stan Turner. The article, New book showcases
the stately homes of St. Paul’s Summit Avenue, ran in the Minneapolis
Star Tribune’s Home section on Nov. 11, Inside Summit Avenue: Writer,
photographer shares stories of 24 historic homes ran in the St. Paul
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COMING UP IN DECEMBER
Patrick Ledray, author, The Dragon in the Christmas
Tree, will share his story with students at the Visitation
School in Mendota Heights on Fri., Dec. 6th.
Marilyn Jax will sell copies of her award-winning
mysteries, Sapphire Trails, Road to Omalos and The Find, at
the holiday show being held at St. Andrew's Lutheran
Church in Mahtomedi, Minn., on Fri., Dec. 6 (5-8 p.m.)
and Sat., Dec. 7 (9 a.m. – 1 p.m.)
Ed and Sue Claessen, authors, Making Tracks: C.L. Best
and the Caterpillar Tractor Co. will sign books at Barnes &
Noble Booksellers in Apple Valley, Minn., on Sat., Dec. 7
from 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Gordon Fredrickson, author of the Farm Country
series of books will make several appearances in
December. Log on to http://
www.gordonfredrickson.com/events-calendar.html for
details.
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Pioneer Press on Nov. 5th. The book is also highlighted in the Nov./Dec. 2013 edition of
Midwest Home Magazine. Several more articles are planned throughout Minnesota in
December.
The book is expected to be a big seller at Minnesota Barnes & Noble stores this
holiday season. The store in Roseville’s HarMar Mall alone ordered several hundred
copies of what is promising to be a hometown classic.
The book's photographer, Karen Melvin, will have appeared at the store twice during
the holiday season. She signed books on Nov. 22nd and will be back on Dec. 14th.
More information about the book can be found at www.SummitAvenueBook.com.
Here is a list of the book’s December signing events in Minnesota.
Sunday December 1st, 11-1 p.m. at Barnes and Noble in St. Cloud.
Saturday December 7th, 12-1 p.m. at Common Good Books, St Paul.
Saturday December 7th , 1-3 p.m. at Bibelot Gifts Store on Grand Avenue in St Paul.
Saturday December 7th, 3-5 p.m. at Traditions Home Furnishings on Grand Ave in St. Paul.
Sunday December 8th, 12-1 p.m. at Barnes and Noble Highland, St. Paul.
Sunday December 8th, 2-4 p.m. at Barnes and Noble Minnetonka, Ridgehaven Mall.
Saturday December 14th 11-1 p.m. at Barnes and Noble Roseville, Har Mar Mall.
Saturday December 14th 1-3 p.m. at Subtext books, Selby and Western , lower level under Nina's Coffee Shop.
Sunday, December 18th 1-2 p.m. at B&N in Duluth.

Author of The Dragon in the Christmas Tree Leads a Special Holiday-themed Story Time at the
Barnes & Noble in Roseville, Minn.
November was a busy
month for Patrick
Ledray, author of The
Dragon in the Christmas
Tree. On Nov. 9th he
appeared at the
Traverse City Children’s
Book Festival in
Michigan where his
book was awarded a
Silver Medal in the 2013
Moonbeam Children’s
Book Awards.
He also led story
times at the Barnes &
Noble in Roseville,
Minn., and at the
Northtown Mall in
Blaine, Minn., on Fri.,
Nov. 22nd.
The Dragon in the
Christmas Tree is the
story of Sparky the
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Above: Patrick Ledray shares the story of Sparky the Dragon during the children’s story
time event at the Barnes & Noble in Rosevi!e, Minn.
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dragon. The delightful holiday tale begins as the creature follows two young children into their home on a
cold winter day. Before anyone can see the dragon, it finds a hiding spot and falls asleep. It isn’t long,
however, before Sparky wakes up, trapped inside. Before the dragon can figure out what to do, the children
discover the tiny creature. How they react is where the most important message in the
beautifully illustrated book is captured.
The author is Minnesota's Honorary Counsel for Romania and the story came to him
while he was visiting one of the many castles in that country.
This book makes a great gift for children of all ages, as it celebrates kids' curiosity
and encourages them to think creatively.
To learn more, order copies, or find out where you can meet the author and illustrator
and buy books in person, log on to www.RomanianDragons.com.
An Angel is Born: A Family’s Story Gets a Lot of Attention in November
The holiday season has proven to be the perfect time to
get the word out about Wynn Johnson’s new book, An
Angel is Born: A Family's Story.
In his memoir, the author shares his memories of
growing up in the coal mining town of Weeksbury,
Kentucky, and also about a special person in his life -- his
niece Angel Rose. The child had special needs and never
learned to walk or talk, but touched every person she
met in a special way.
Johnson promoted the book in Minnesota, where he
now lives, with appearances at Valley Bookseller in
Stillwater, Minn., on Sat., Nov. 23, Buﬀalo Books in
Buﬀalo, Minn,. on Nov. 16, and The Bookcase of
Wayzata in Wayzata, Minn. on Nov. 13.
The signings got some good promotion through an
interview on Channel 12 News.
The book also got a lot of attention in November in
Kentucky and Ohio, where Angel Rose spent her life.
The article, Floyd County native
releases new book appeared in the
Nov. 22 edition of the Medical Leader
in Kentucky. Also on Nov. 22nd, the
article, Weeksbury native's book a
tribute to special needs families, was
published in the Floyd County Times
newspaper. The Appalachian NewsExpress printed a story on Nov. 18,
and The Springfield Paper in Ohio,
Above: Wynn Johnson signs copies of his book during
where Angel Rose lived, printed a story
his appearance at The Bookcase of Wayzata.
about the book in October.
More information about An Angel is Born: A Family’s
Story, which is a great read for people who like inspirational stories, can be found at
www.AnAngelisBorn.com.
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The Bookcase of Wayzata Hosted the Authors of Making Tracks on Nov. 16th
Ed and Sue Claessen, authors, Making Tracks: C.L. Best and the
Caterpi!ar Tractor Co. signed books at The Bookcase of
Wayzata the afternoon of Nov. 16th.
Their book is the awardwinning biography of the man
credited with starting up the
Caterpillar Tractor Company, C.L.
Best. It is filled with historical
information about farming, and
makes a great holiday gift. Copies
are available at The Bookcase of
Wayzata and Barnes & Noble
bookstores. More information about the book can be found at
www.MakingTracksBook.com.
Border Crossings: Coming of Age in the Czech Resistance Makes the News in November
Detroit's Metro Times named Border Crossings: Coming of Age in the
Czech Resistance one of the Best Books of 2013 by a Detroit author.
In the article, A Year in Detroit Books, reporter Michael Jackman
said, "Best of all was Border Crossings (Ten21 Press, $18 paperback,
260 pp.), and it’s hardly about Detroit at all! It’s the memoir of
Charles Novacek, the civil engineer who managed the construction of Cobo Hall, the
Silverdome and the Detroit People Mover, among other projects. He died in 2007, and this
posthumous release was published by his widow. I’m grateful she did. It’s quite a story...."
Congratulations to Charles' widow and publisher, Sandra Novacek.
Also in November, The University of Michigan Dearborn's alumni magazine printed a story about the
book in its Fall 2013 issue. There was also an article in the Grosse Pointe News in Michigan.
ALSO IN NOVEMBER ...
The Lillie News published
the article, “Local family
helps others understand
autism through new books,”
on Nov. 5th. Copies of
Monica’s Silent World can be
purchased via the website,
www.SusannaMoses.com.

Doug Cornelius, author, Good
News - I Failed: A Story of Inventing
in Minnesota shared his story about
inventing with students at
Partnership Academy in Richfield,
Minn., on Nov. 25th.

Essential Wellness Magazine
published the article RMA
Publicity wrote about Carol
Williams' new inspirational book,
IMPACT: Stories of God's Grace in My
Life in their November edition.
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This Month’s Publicity Tips Article How to Get Your Book the Attention it
Deserves in the New Year
By now you’re probably all
caught up in the holiday
season, but 2014 will be here
before you know it. Have
you put any thought into
your marketing plan for the
New Year yet? If not, there’s
no time like the present.
Here are a few ideas to get
you started.
1) Learn from 2013
Did you do a good job of keeping track of your
sales in 2013? The most successful small presses and
self published authors know exactly how many
books they’ve sold during a given time period.
Tracking the numbers allows you to easily
determine whether marketing and publicity eﬀorts
have helped drive sales or not.Make a list of all the
marketing and publicity eﬀorts you did and match
them up with the sales figures to determine what
did and did not work.
2) Stop Doing Things that Don’t Work
Did that ad you bought in the local newspaper
lead to any sales? Perhaps, but if the resulting sales
didn’t cover the cost of the ad, advertising didn’t
work for you. While an ad may feature a nice
picture of your book, it doesn’t tell the reader what
the story is about or why they may want to
purchase the book. The only ads that I’ve seen
deliver are those accompanied by articles about the
author. One approach you may want to consider in
2014 is to ask the sales person you’ve worked with
at the newspaper if he or she can help get an article
about you or your book placed in the same
publication you are advertising in.
3) Hire a publicist Instead of budgeting dollars
towards advertising next year, consider hiring a
publicist who will help you get stories into the
newspapers and interviews on radio and TV. In
addition to understanding how the media works, a
good publicist will have established relationships
with the news people you want to reach with your
story. RMA Publicity achieved more than 150
media placements for 38 diﬀerent clients in 2013.
How many sales came about as a result? It is
impossible to come up with a definite number, but
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an author I worked with this year who went on a
cross country book tour did sell several hundred
books.
4) Have a press kit created if you don’t have one
already
Does your book have a press kit? If not, I
strongly suggest you put one together or hire a
publicist to create one for you. This will be your
ticket to getting the attention of the news media.
Reporters and assignment editors are way too busy
to pay attention to, much less read an unsolicited
manuscript. So, don’t even bother sending a book.
A well-written press kit, however, often leads to
requests for review copies.
Your press kit should include the following…
* A Press Release that lets the media know not
just what your book is about, but tells a story that
will interest their readers, listeners or viewers.
* An Author Biography that gives the media
some insight into the writer’s background.
* A Testimonials page, which includes favorable
quotes from reviewers.
* A Suggested Questions page should also be
included. This is a key piece of the kit that makes
the reporter’s work easy.
5) Develop a marketing plan
If you don’t have one already, develop a
marketing plan for 2014 so the things you do to
promote your book will be proactive, not reactive.
The most successful books are those whose
publishers have done a good job anticipating the
needs and desires of their target audience.
RMA Publicity is accepting new clients for 2014.
For a quote on marketing and publicity services,
contact us today.
Next month’s publicity tips article:
How to Go About Securing Reviews that Can
Help Sell Books
About Rachel M. Anderson
Rachel M. Anderson has more than 20 years of
communications experience across a wide range of
disciplines. She has worked as a publicist,
marketing and public relations consultant,
marketing and direct response copywriter and as a
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journalist (television newscast producer, television
newscast reporter and newspaper reporter).
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Like us on Facebook please

The benefit of hiring a PR person with media
experience
PR people with journalism experience are highly
creative, calm in crisis situations and knowledgable
on many topics. Plus, they fully understand the
needs of the media and are able to pitch stories in a
natural way since they once had to oﬀer story ideas
to editors and/or producers every day in the
newsroom.

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com
(952) 240 - 2513

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events
observed in December, let us know! RMA Publicity may be able
to help you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online
media for your book.

December is...
National Drunk and Drugged Driving Prevention Month
Safe Toys and Gifts Month
Spiritual Literacy Month

Specific dates observed in December...
Christmas Bird Count – Dec. 14 – Jan. 5
Bill of Rights Day – Dec. 15
World Peace Meditation – Dec. 31
* Source: 2013 Chase’s Calendar of Events
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