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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
Calumet Editions Launches Shocking New 
Book About Elvis Presley in November

A book that was 30 years in the making launches with a presentation, reading and signing at Barnes and Noble - 
Galleria in Edina (3230 Galleria Edina, MN 55435) on Nov. 2. The event is open to the public and begins at 7 
p.m.

Letters from Elvis is 
based on the contents of 
a collection of letters 
Elvis and his friends—
Harry Belafonte, Tom 
Jones and Marlon 
Brando—wrote to their 
secret confidant, 
Carmen Montez. The 
letters shed light on 
what was happening at a 
time in Elvis’ life when 
he seemed to be in a 
tragic decline. They 
discuss torture, heinous 
Hollywood crimes, 
various suicide attempts, 
his overmedication and 
more. 

Gary Lindberg, the 
book's author and 
founder of Calumet Editions, appeared on the FOX 9 BUZZ in Minneapolis on Oct. 29 and on KARE TV in 
Minneapolis on Oct. 10 to talk about his new book. A story about the book has also been published in the Pioneer 

Press.

After the launch, Gary will be going on tour to promote the book, and also has stops 
planned at... 

•Common Good Books, St. Paul, Nov. 7, 7 p.m. 

•Barnes & Noble St. Cloud, Nov. 11, 1 p.m. 

•Barnes & Noble Rochester, Nov. 17, 2 p.m.

Learn more about the book at www.CalumetEditions.com/Elvis.

https://youtu.be/nGwr2VV1HWY
https://youtu.be/nGwr2VV1HWY
https://youtu.be/RSpXC-VrcPM
https://youtu.be/RSpXC-VrcPM
https://www.twincities.com/2018/10/28/elvis-presleys-secret-letters-to-his-spiritual-guide-collected-in-new-book/
https://www.twincities.com/2018/10/28/elvis-presleys-secret-letters-to-his-spiritual-guide-collected-in-new-book/
https://www.twincities.com/2018/10/28/elvis-presleys-secret-letters-to-his-spiritual-guide-collected-in-new-book/
https://www.twincities.com/2018/10/28/elvis-presleys-secret-letters-to-his-spiritual-guide-collected-in-new-book/
http://www.CalumetEditions.com/Elvis
http://www.CalumetEditions.com/Elvis
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Press Box Books Launches Minnesota Made Me in November
   Long before Vikings wide receiver 
Adam Thielen, NFL Pro Bowler Larry 
Fitzgerald Jr., Olympic gold medalist 
John Shuster and basketball superstar 
Lindsay Whalen became household 
names in Minnesota, they were being 
instilled with the very attributes that 
would allow them to succeed. Now 
their stories are featured in the new 
Press Box Books title, Minnesota Made 
Me, written by Twin Cities sports 
writer Patrick Borzi. The book shares 
the stories of 38 of Minnesota’s most 
successful athletes. Each of them share 

a few things in common. Instilled 
within each are the attributes that have led to success in Minnesota. Among them, hard work, perseverance 
and humility.

The book’s official public launch party was on Thurs., Nov. 1, 2018, at Summit Brewing 
Company in St. Paul, and the book has already gotten a lot of attention from the news 
media. 
   Author Pat Borzi was interviewed on KARE TV's 4 p.m. newscast on Oct. 31 and the 
FOX 9 BUZZ on Nov. 1. On Nov. 2 he will be on KTOE-AM in Mankato.

He was on WCCO Radio in Minneapolis on Oct. 24, the BS Show on Oct. 18, and on 
WJON-AM in St. Cloud on Oct. 16. There have also been stories published in the MN 
Sun newspaper and Growler magazine. 

Learn more about the book at www.minnesotamademe.com.

Also coming up in November...

The University of Minnesota Bookstores at Coffman 
Memorial Union will host a book reading and 
discussion for two authors on Wed., Nov. 7, 2018, at 4 
p.m. Maureen Aitken will read excerpts from her book 
The Patron Saint of Lost Girls. Joining her will be 
author and U of M lecturer Gary E Peter reading from 
his book Oranges.

The Still Standing Books & Breweries Tour will 
make a stop at the Lift Bridge Brewing Company in 
Stillwater, Minn., on Nov. 13 and the Waconia Brewing 
Company in Waconia, Minn., on Nov. 28. In addition, a 
story about the tour will publish in the Nov. 2 edition 
of the Stillwater Gazette.

Beth Hill, author, Say Something, will sign books 
at the Barnes and Noble store at Calhoun Village in 
Minneapolis on Nov. 10.

We Sit—Paintings by Marley Kaul and Poems 
by Taiju Geri Wilimek officially launches on Nov. 15.

Teen author Kayla Jarppi will lead a presentation 
about her debut novel, Heaven’s Note, at the Spring 
Valley Library in Spring Valley, Wisc., on Nov. 17. 

Rich Bahr, author, Those People: The True 
Character of the Homeless, will be interviewed on 
KTIS-AM in Minneapolis on Nov. 21. 

Sigma’s Bookshelf, the first and only free book 
publishing company for teens, has been invited to lead 
a presentation at Highview Middle School in Mounds 
View, Minn., on Nov. 29.

https://youtu.be/Suz9pProE1c
https://youtu.be/Suz9pProE1c
https://youtu.be/ZjWstnAvNrM
https://youtu.be/ZjWstnAvNrM
https://wccoradio.radio.com/media/audio-channel/show-highlight-pat-borzi-10-24
https://wccoradio.radio.com/media/audio-channel/show-highlight-pat-borzi-10-24
http://thebsshow.libsyn.com/the-bs-show-834-new-book-features-gopher-legend-darrell-thompson-halloween-review
http://thebsshow.libsyn.com/the-bs-show-834-new-book-features-gopher-legend-darrell-thompson-halloween-review
http://www.rmapublicity.com/images/stories/Audio/Minnesota%20Made%20Me%20-%20WJON-Radio%20-%20October%2016,%202018.mp3
http://www.rmapublicity.com/images/stories/Audio/Minnesota%20Made%20Me%20-%20WJON-Radio%20-%20October%2016,%202018.mp3
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/free/st-louis-park-resident-profiled-in-book/article_6235f410-d6e3-11e8-b37b-03dd0e6b9c70.html
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/free/st-louis-park-resident-profiled-in-book/article_6235f410-d6e3-11e8-b37b-03dd0e6b9c70.html
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/free/st-louis-park-resident-profiled-in-book/article_6235f410-d6e3-11e8-b37b-03dd0e6b9c70.html
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/free/st-louis-park-resident-profiled-in-book/article_6235f410-d6e3-11e8-b37b-03dd0e6b9c70.html
https://growlermag.com/event/launch-party-for-minnesota-made-me-by-patrick-borzi/
https://growlermag.com/event/launch-party-for-minnesota-made-me-by-patrick-borzi/
http://www.minnesotamademe.com
http://www.minnesotamademe.com
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New Publishing Company Exclusively for Authors Living with Disabilities Launches in 
October

A new publishing company that will exclusively publish the work of 
people with disabilities has just been launched by Belo Cipriani. Belo is 
the national spokesperson for Guide Dogs for the Blind, and a 
professional writing tutor at Metropolitan State University in St. Paul.

The evening of Oct. 2, the school sponsored the event, "Disability 
Matters: An Evening of Stories By People with Disabilities” to help kick 

off the company, and officially release its first book: the 
anthology, Firsts: Coming of Age Stories by People with 
Disabilities. More than 70 people from the community 
attended the event, which was part literary salon, part 
panel discussion, and served as a venue to discuss 
disability issues.

RMA Publicity secured several stories previewing the launch. Here are links to the 
stories in the Pioneer Press, MN Sun Sailor, Lavender, About Magazine, Gay Star Loves 
and the Highland Villager. Learn more at OLEBBooks.com.

Award Winning Mystery Author Marilyn Jax Leads Free Mystery Writers Workshop
   October was the Month of Mystery, and award-
winning mystery writer Marilyn Jax appeared on the 
FOX 9 BUZZ in Minneapolis on Oct. 
9 to promote the free mystery writers 
workshop she led at the Barnes and 
Noble - Galleria, in Edina, Minn., on 
Oct. 13. Also in Oct, Marilyn 
headlined the Totally Criminal 
Cocktail hour in Stillwater. The 
event took place on Oct. 3.

   Learn more about Marilyn's 
work at www.MarilynJax.com.

Minnesota Teen and Grandmother Team Up to Write Book About the Science of Happy
Congratulations to CJ Staples and Lily Ness on the great review that just came in 

for their book! Midwest Book Review says, "Cakewalk: The Science of Happy should 
be required reading for any teen or tween. It covers many common pitfalls and how 
to handle them, creating an early opportunity for cultivating a more self-reflective, 
cognizant approach to life."

The grandmother/granddaughter writing team has also just been featured in their 
first newspaper article. The Lakeshore Weekly story promoted their Oct. and Nov. 
signing tour at a number of Kowalski's grocery stores. A list of stops can be found 
online here.

Learn more about the book at www.Cakewalk.com.

https://www.metrostate.edu/calendar/disability-matters-stories-by-people
https://www.metrostate.edu/calendar/disability-matters-stories-by-people
https://www.metrostate.edu/calendar/disability-matters-stories-by-people
https://www.metrostate.edu/calendar/disability-matters-stories-by-people
https://www.twincities.com/2018/09/30/its-a-mystery-writers-weekend-among-this-weeks-literary-events/
https://www.twincities.com/2018/09/30/its-a-mystery-writers-weekend-among-this-weeks-literary-events/
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/community/stlouispark/st-louis-park-resident-launches-publishing-company-for-writers-with/article_2f3f56ec-c03a-11e8-9496-bf8c9e5ae6b3.html
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/community/stlouispark/st-louis-park-resident-launches-publishing-company-for-writers-with/article_2f3f56ec-c03a-11e8-9496-bf8c9e5ae6b3.html
https://www.lavendermagazine.com/our-affairs/books-609/
https://www.lavendermagazine.com/our-affairs/books-609/
http://about-online.com/books/book-review-firsts-by-people-with-disabilities/
http://about-online.com/books/book-review-firsts-by-people-with-disabilities/
https://www.lavendermagazine.com/our-affairs/books-609/
https://www.lavendermagazine.com/our-affairs/books-609/
http://olebbooks.com/
http://olebbooks.com/
https://youtu.be/LhgSCYjfwbs
https://youtu.be/LhgSCYjfwbs
http://www.MarilynJax.com
http://www.MarilynJax.com
https://www.swnewsmedia.com/lakeshore_weekly/news/entertainment/q-a-grandma-granddaughter-write-book-on-finding-positive-in/article_345f6c0e-406b-5ec3-86ea-ec283b48edac.html%23utm_source=swnewsmedia.com&utm_campaign=/announcements/celebrations/search/savedsearch/execute/?d1=yesterday%209am&d2=today%209am&xd=1&a=5af!%204eda4-ba9d-11e7-bbfb-5cb9017b3618&s=start-time&sd=desc&title=Lbockenstedt%20notification&utm_medium=followed%20notification%20email&utm_content=headline
https://www.swnewsmedia.com/lakeshore_weekly/news/entertainment/q-a-grandma-granddaughter-write-book-on-finding-positive-in/article_345f6c0e-406b-5ec3-86ea-ec283b48edac.html%23utm_source=swnewsmedia.com&utm_campaign=/announcements/celebrations/search/savedsearch/execute/?d1=yesterday%209am&d2=today%209am&xd=1&a=5af!%204eda4-ba9d-11e7-bbfb-5cb9017b3618&s=start-time&sd=desc&title=Lbockenstedt%20notification&utm_medium=followed%20notification%20email&utm_content=headline
https://www.facebook.com/cakewalkbook/photos/a.442199226183530/583695668700551/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/cakewalkbook/photos/a.442199226183530/583695668700551/?type=3&theater
http://www.Cakewalk.com
http://www.Cakewalk.com
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Star Tribune Reviews Oranges
One of the best ways to get the word out about a book is 

to get it reviewed in the local newspaper. Congratulations 
to Gary Eldon Peter, who teaches at the University of 
Minnesota. His short story collection, Oranges, has just been 
reviewed by the Minneapolis Star Tribune.

Reviewer Claude Peck says "Convincing and humane, 
these stories introduce a welcome voice that expertly 

exposes foibles and gently reveals how we 
hurt and help and love one another. 
Oranges, published by New River Press, 
launched at the Quatrefoil Library in 
Minneapolis on Oct. 10. The author also signed books at the Twin Cities Book 
Festival in St. Paul on Oct. 13, and at Common Good Books in St. Paul on Oct. 
26. On Nov. 7 at 4 p.m., he will sign books at the University of Minnesota 
Bookstore at Coffman Union.
Learn more about Gary's work at www.GaryEldonPeter.com.

RMA Publicity and Sigma’s Bookshelf Participate in Twin Cities Book Festival
The Twin Cities Book Festival drew a strong crowd of book enthusiasts 

to the Minnesota State Fair Grounds on Oct. 13. Both the RMA Publicity 
and Sigma's Bookshelf tables had a steady stream of visitors all day long.

At the RMA Publicity table, I answered questions about publicity, while 
several of the authors I work with sold books. Meantime, over at the 
Sigma's Bookshelf table, seven of our teen authors staffed the table 
throughout the day. They got great support from the crowd, selling more 
than 20 books total. Not bad for a day's work!

Sigma’s Bookshelf Offers an MEA Break Novel Writing Camp
   Sigma’s Bookshelf ’s book publishing workshop 
series got off to a great start in October. More 
than a dozen teenagers from throughout the 
Metro attended our MEA Break workshop that 
was sponsored by the Metropolitan Regional 
Arts Council (MRAC), through a grant we 
received earlier in the year.
   Topics covered included where story ideas 
come from, character development, story 
outlining, getting started on your manuscript, 
editing, proofreading and actually bringing a 
book to market. We also did several writing 
exercises throughout the day.

http://www.startribune.com/review-oranges-by-gary-eldon-peter/495209601/
http://www.startribune.com/review-oranges-by-gary-eldon-peter/495209601/
http://www.GaryEldonPeter.com
http://www.GaryEldonPeter.com
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   Among the comments collected in the surveys done at the end of class:
"I learned a lot of skills to perfect my book... it was amazing!"
"It was a fun camp that gave me a lot of valuable tips on writing and information related to 

publishing." 
"I was able to learn more about the process of publishing a book and also got writing tips."
"Very informative for teens who want to publish." 

Our next workshop is tentatively scheduled for Sat. and Sun., Feb. 23 and 24, 2019, at the 
Hopkins Center for the Arts. 

Sigma’s Bookshelf is a project of Springboard for the Arts, a nonprofit arts services organization. 
As such, we are 100 percent volunteer run and funded by donations.

If you would like to support this effort to help young writers bring their books to market, please 
consider supporting the company on Give to the Max Day, which is on Thurs., Nov. 15. Here is a 
link to our donation page on GiveMN. Your donation is tax deductible and will go directly towards 
the cause of empowering teen authors to get books they have written published. Thank you in 
advance for your support!

Maureen Aitken’s new novel, 
The Patron Saint of Lost Girls, 
officially launched at Common 
Good Books in St. Paul on Oct. 6.

   Richard Bahr, author of Those 
People, The true character of the 
homeless, was interviewed by Bill 
Arnold of My Faith Radio 
(KTIS-AM-Minneapolis) on 
Oct. 24. He shared the story 
behind how his book, which 
features a collection of stories 
about some of the homeless 
people he has encountered over 

the years, came about.

I had a great time presenting at the Information 
and Technology Educators of Minnesota (ITEM) 
Fall Conference in Alexandria, Minn., on Oct. 26. 
The topic of my speech was "Empowering Teens 
Who Are Passionate About Writing to Get a Book 
Published Before They Turn 18." If you are 
interested in having me come speak at your child's 
school during Novel Writing Month in Nov., or I 
Love to Read Month in Feb., please send an email 
to editors@sigmasbookshelf.com.

ALSO IN OCTOBER ...

https://www.givemn.org/story/Lljunf
https://www.givemn.org/story/Lljunf
https://www.givemn.org/story/Lljunf
https://www.givemn.org/story/Lljunf
https://richardbahr.com/category/those-people-book
https://richardbahr.com/category/those-people-book
https://richardbahr.com/category/those-people-book
https://richardbahr.com/category/those-people-book
https://richardbahr.com/category/those-people-book
https://richardbahr.com/category/those-people-book
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
mailto:editors@sigmasbookshelf.com?subject=Sigma's%20Bookshelf%20Speaking%20Inquiry
mailto:editors@sigmasbookshelf.com?subject=Sigma's%20Bookshelf%20Speaking%20Inquiry
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Get a Jump Start on Your 2019 Book 
Promotion Efforts

By Rachel M. Anderson, 
Publicist, RMA Publicity

Before you know it, the 
holiday season will be in full 
swing. Have you started giving 
any thought to what you’ll be 
doing for book marketing and 
publicity in the New Year yet? 
If not, now is definitely the 
time to start planning. 

Here are ten tips that will help get you started:

1. Create a Website for your book. If you don’t 
have one, it will be hard for potential readers to 
find you and the media to promote you.

2. Launch a social media campaign. This is 
something you can and should do well before your 
book is in print to create a following/fan-base. An 
easy way to do this is to create a Facebook Fan 
Page for your book and contribute entries to it 
regularly. Fan pages are totally free to set up and 
offer a viral method of making contact with 
potential customers. The average user is connected 
to 80 community pages, groups and events. 

(Make sure you mention that you have a 
Facebook Fan Page on your Website.) 

3. Develop a list of places where your potential 
readers spend time and make plans to visit with 
them on their “home turf” throughout the year. If, 
for example, your book is about dieting or 
recovering from drug addiction, you should be 
attending regular support group meetings and 
telling people about your book. If you have a 
business book, join the local Chamber of 
Commerce and regularly attend meetings. 

4. Seek out non-profits and other organizations 
that would be most interested in your book and/or 
expertise and let them know about your title. 

5. If you haven’t done it yet, ask your friends and 
people you know who have purchased your book to 
write a review and post it on Amazon.com. The 
more reviews and activity you have, the higher you 
move in the searchable listings. 

6. A lot of authors who started out by publishing 
just a traditional printed book have found that 
having their title available as an e-book as well 
significantly impacts the number of sales they get. 

7. Start a blog and contribute to it regularly, 
making reference to your book as often as you can. 
If people like what you have to say, they are likely 
to purchase your book. 

8. Pay attention to stories making their way 
through the news cycle. They may offer you 
opportunities to get on the news. 

9. Prepare regular press releases and distribute 
them to the media, or hire a publicist to handle 
this task for you. When you see a story in the news 
that you would like to comment on, don’t just 
think about it, do it! Those authors who send out 
regular press releases are more likely to become 
sources for reporters than those who don’t. The 
release of your book should mark the first time you 
reach out to the media, not the last. 

10. Spend some time researching the editorial 
calendar reporters use to determine where your 
story would fit best. 

Need help executing your plan? RMA Publicity 
would be happy to help. We develop marketing and 
publicity plans for authors, offer writing and 
pitching services, and can also help with setting up 
book launch parties, book signings and other 
author events. Contact us for more information.

Next month’s publicity tips article:
Ideas to Improve Your Process for Connecting 

with Potential Readers

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com

(952) 240 - 2513

http://www.rmapublicity.com
http://www.rmapublicity.com
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=November%20Newsletter%20Inquiry
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=November%20Newsletter%20Inquiry
http://www.RMAPublicity.com
http://www.RMAPublicity.com
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
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Like us on Facebook please. RMA Publicity 
regularly posts author news and events to our 
Facebook page, which is easily accessed through 
the front page of www.RMAPublicity.com. If you 
would like to receive updates as they happen, 
please visit our page and “like” it.

November is...

American Diabetes Month 
Lung Cancer Awareness Month 
National Adoption Month 
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month 
National Family Caregivers Month 
National Memoir Writing Month 
National Novel Writing Month 

Also Observed in November...

National Author’s Day – Nov. 1 
National Young Readers Week – Nov. 5-9 
National Book Awards Week – Nov. 12-18 
America Recycles Day – Nov. 15 
Giving Tuesday – Nov. 27

December is...

National Impaired Driving Prevention Month 
National Write a Business Plan Month

Also Observed in December...

International Day of Persons with Disabilities – Dec. 3
National Older Driver Safety Awareness Week – Dec. 3-7
Celebrate Short Fiction Day – Dec. 21

* Source: 2018 Chase’s Calendar of Events

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in November or December 2018, let us know! RMA Publicity may 

be able to help you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media for your book.

http://www.RMAPublicity.com
http://www.RMAPublicity.com

