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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
Minnesota Man’s Efforts to Put His Hometown 
in the Spotlight Lands Him in the Headlines

The 57th anniversary of the day 
Congress passed the Peace Corps Act was 
Sept. 22, and thanks to an Eagan, Minn., 
man's efforts, the anniversary was marked 
with pomp and circumstance in his 
hometown of Plainview, Minn. The first 
Peace Corps marker to be placed in the 
United States was officially dedicated in 
Plainview thanks to the efforts of Ken 
Flies, who back in 1962 was one of the 
four original Peace Corps members from 
Plainview, a town that at the time had 
only 1,400 citizens. Plainview is about a 
half hour northeast of Rochester.

The marker dedication was followed by a book signing event for Fliés’ memoir, Into the Backlands, which was 
held at the American Legion Hall in Plainview. At the time of the marker’s conception, Flies was encouraged by 

the Minnesota Historical Society to write a memoir about his experience in the backlands of 
Brazil in the early days of the Peace Corps. This event marks the public launch of the memoir.

   Preview stories about the event were published in the Eagan Sun This Week, Flies' current 
hometown newspaper, The Rochester Post Bulletin, KROC-AM in Rochester and the 
Wabasha County Herald. There was also a story previewing the event on KIMT television; 
and The St. Paul Pioneer Press, and KAAL ABC 6 in Rochester covered the event. The 
Bemidji Pioneer picked up the Pioneer Press story.

Learn more about Ken Flies at www.KenFlies.com.

Twin Cities Book Festival (Oct. 13) to Feature Several Authors Who Work with RMA 
Publicity

The biggest literary festival of the year in the Twin Cities—The Twin Cities Book Festival—takes place 
on Sat., Oct. 13 at the State Fair Grounds in St. Paul. RMA Publicity and my son’s publishing company, 
Sigma’s Bookshelf, will both have tables at the event. This year’s featured authors at the RMA Publicity 
table are Kevin Kuhn, Dan Ireland, Joannie Moses, Susanna Moses, Jeannine Kellogg and Christine 
Fournier. Be sure to stop by the table to ask any questions you may have about book marketing and PR, 
and of course to pick up signed copies of some great books!

The Sigma’s Bookshelf table will feature teen authors Justin M. Anderson, Kayla Jarppi and Vivian 
Olson. Also appearing are Bella Skaja, who is launching her debut novel, Demons Unfolding and Ellie Abood 
and Aashna Kshirsagar who are launching their novel Throne Spirits. 

https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_thisweek/community/apple_valley/eagan-man-details-peace-corps-adventure-in-new-book/article_9865cb6a-ac85-11e8-a0b7-d3fb200cec41.html
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_thisweek/community/apple_valley/eagan-man-details-peace-corps-adventure-in-new-book/article_9865cb6a-ac85-11e8-a0b7-d3fb200cec41.html
https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/plainview-knows-dedication/article_dc43d6d6-bc2c-11e8-8484-5fbfdb326893.html
https://www.postbulletin.com/news/local/plainview-knows-dedication/article_dc43d6d6-bc2c-11e8-8484-5fbfdb326893.html
http://krocam.com/a-big-historic-day-saturday-in-plainview/
http://krocam.com/a-big-historic-day-saturday-in-plainview/
https://youtu.be/VRiRCFmG3wc
https://youtu.be/VRiRCFmG3wc
https://www.twincities.com/2018/09/24/one-of-the-first-to-sign-up-peace-corps-volunteer-from-eagan-dedicates-new-historical-marker/
https://www.twincities.com/2018/09/24/one-of-the-first-to-sign-up-peace-corps-volunteer-from-eagan-dedicates-new-historical-marker/
https://www.kaaltv.com/news/minnesota-governor-mark-dayton-declared-saturday-september-22nd-minnesota-peace-corps-volunteer-recognition-day-and-plainview-was-recognized-for-its-contributions-to-the-organization/5080982/?cat=10151
https://www.kaaltv.com/news/minnesota-governor-mark-dayton-declared-saturday-september-22nd-minnesota-peace-corps-volunteer-recognition-day-and-plainview-was-recognized-for-its-contributions-to-the-organization/5080982/?cat=10151
http://bemidjipioneer.com/news/nation/4503871-one-first-sign-early-1960s-peace-corps-volunteer-minnesota-dedicates-new
http://bemidjipioneer.com/news/nation/4503871-one-first-sign-early-1960s-peace-corps-volunteer-minnesota-dedicates-new
http://bemidjipioneer.com/news/nation/4503871-one-first-sign-early-1960s-peace-corps-volunteer-minnesota-dedicates-new
http://bemidjipioneer.com/news/nation/4503871-one-first-sign-early-1960s-peace-corps-volunteer-minnesota-dedicates-new
http://www.KenFli
http://www.KenFli
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Exactly 17 Years Later, IL Portrait Photographer 
Takes Senior Portraits for the Girl She Originally 
Photographed on 9-11-01

Pretty much everyone remembers exactly where they were when they learned that America had come 
under attack on Sept. 11, 2001. Sarah Petty, a professional portrait photographer from Springfield, Ill., was at 
Washington Park in Springfield with a mother and her nine-month-old daughter taking her baby portraits.

Every year, as 9-11 passed, Petty would think of that little girl and wonder about her. Petty and that 
mother and daughter, Tammy and Samantha White, also of Springfield, hadn’t crossed paths again until a 
few months ago. It was during that chance meeting they decided it would be neat to meet up again exactly 
17-years later to take Samantha’s senior portraits. The photo shoot happened on Sept. 11, 2018.

RMA Publicity handled publicity for the event and secured stories in the State Journal-Register and on 
both WCIA-TV and WAND-TV in Springfield.

Coming up in October...

OLEB Books, the first publishing company 
exclusively for authors with disabilities, launches its 
debut title, Firsts: Coming of Age Stories by People 
with Disabilities on Tues., Oct. 2. at “Disability 
Matters: An Evening of Stories By People with 
Disabilities.” The event will be held at Metropolitan 
State University in St. Paul beginning at 7 p.m.

Maureen Aitken’s new novel, The Patron Saint of 
Lost Girls, officially launches at Common Good 
Books in St. Paul on Sat., Oct. 6 at 2 p.m.

A review of Gary Eldon Peter’s new short story 
collection, Oranges, will be published in the Star 
Tribune on Sun., Oct. 7. On Wed., Oct. 10 he signs 
books at the Quatrefoil Library, and on Fri., Oct. 26 at 
Common Good Books.  

In honor of the Month of Mystery (Oct.), award-
winning mystery author Marilyn Jax will lead a free 
mystery writers’ workshop at the Barnes and Noble in 
Edina, Minn., from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. on Sat., Oct. 13. She 
will preview the event on the FOX 9 BUZZ on Tues., 
Oct. 9. 

World Homeless Day (Oct. 10) also marks the 
launch of Richard Bahr’s latest book. Those People 
features a collection of stories about the homeless. The 
event will be held at the Salvation Army in 
Minneapolis. 

Gary Lindberg, author, Letters from Elvis, 
previews the launch of his new blockbuster book on 
KARE TV in Minneapolis (Oct. 10, 4 p.m.) and FOX 9 
BUZZ (Oct. 29, 9 a.m.)

http://www.sj-r.com/news/20180911/springfield-teen-photographer-reunite-on-911-for-another-portrait-session
http://www.sj-r.com/news/20180911/springfield-teen-photographer-reunite-on-911-for-another-portrait-session
https://www.facebook.com/134816148251/posts/10156628477888252/
https://www.facebook.com/134816148251/posts/10156628477888252/
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Minneapolis Activist Releases Memoir Related to Her Role in the Battle Against AIDS
It seems at a time when there’s a lot of 

attention on the opioid crisis and 
addiction in general, what once was the 
biggest health crisis of an entire 
generation has been all but forgotten, 
but not by Rosemary Davis.

   The Minneapolis woman was a well 
known AIDS activist in the Twin Cities 
when the crisis was at its peak. In the 

mid 1980s, she 
volunteered with the 
AIDS Project, sewed 
patches on the 
national quilt, and 
participated in 
numerous AIDS 
marches.

   Recently, she published a memoir in which she keeps the memories of those she lost 
to the disease alive. Before They Left Us launched the evening of Sept. 13 at a private 

party in Minneapolis. Books are available online now through Amazon.com.

Launch Event Held for Stocks’ New Novel, A Symphony of Rivals
   Roma Calatayud Stocks' latest novel, A Symphony of Rivals, published by Calumet 

Editions, officially launched at the Galleria Barnes and Noble in Edina, Minn., the evening 
of Sept. 10. Set in Germany, Austria, Italy and the United States, A Symphony of Rivals, the 
second book in a planned trilogy, follows protagonist Alejandra Stanford Morrison as she 

pursues her dream of 
becoming a 
symphonic 
conductor at a time 
when culture and 
the arts are falling under 
the influence of Nazism. Through her 
devotion to music and Beethoven’s 
legacy, she finds a measure of hope and 
strength.

   A story about the book and preview of 
the launch event published in the Aug. 2 
edition of the MN Sun Sailor newspaper. 
In addition, Calatayud Stocks was 
interviewed on KFAI's Write On Radio 
on Sept. 4.

http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/community/wayzata/wayzata-author-roma-calatayud-stocks-discusses-her-new-historical-novel/article_7865c854-9459-11e8-8c9c-731b78ddbdf2.html
https://www.hometownsource.com/sun_sailor/community/wayzata/wayzata-author-roma-calatayud-stocks-discusses-her-new-historical-novel/article_7865c854-9459-11e8-8c9c-731b78ddbdf2.html
http://kfai.org/writeonradio
http://kfai.org/writeonradio
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Sigma’s Bookshelf to Offer the MEA Break Camp, Novel Writing for Teens Oct. 18 & 19
There will be a unique opportunity over MEA 

Weekend for teenagers who have dreamed of one day 
becoming published authors. On Thurs., and Fri., Oct 18 
and 19, 2018, Sigma's Bookshelf is offering the MEA 
Break Camp "Novel Writing for Teenagers." The class 
will be held at the Hopkins Center for the Arts, located 
at 1111 Main Street, Hopkins, MN 55343.

Sigma's Bookshelf is believed to be the first and only 
publishing company that exclusively publishes the work 
of teenage authors (ages 13 - 19) at no cost to them, and 
also pays royalties. Since the company's founding in 
2016, more than 60 manuscripts have been submitted 
and just 12 accepted for publication. Those turned down 
have shared common issues: lack of a storyline that 
moves, undeveloped characters, bad grammar, etc.

This class is Sigma’s Bookshelf ’s way of helping teens improve their novel writing skills, and empowering 
them become published authors at a young age.

The Thurs., Oct. 18 class will be held from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. There will be an hour break for lunch from 
Noon - 1 p.m. Students will need to bring a bagged lunch. Water bottles will be provided.

Material covered will include:

• Developing your story idea.

• Character development.

• Story outlining.

• Getting started on your manuscript.

The Fri., Oct. 19 class will be held from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. Again, water bottles will be provided.

Material covered will include:

• Editing

• Proofreading

• Publishing options

Both days will split their time between lecture and hands-on writing exercises. Students with story ideas 
already in the works will get help working on their pending books. Those still working on story ideas will be 
provided with starter stories that will help get their creative juices flowing. 

Cost for the 2-day workshop is just $50. Scholarships are available for those unable to pay. Send an email 
to editors@sigmasbookshelf.com if you wish to apply for a scholarship, or have any questions about the class.

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Metropolitan Regional 
Arts Council, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund. Sigma’s 
Bookshelf is a project of Springboard for the Arts, a nonprofit arts services organization. 

Teens can register online at SigmasBookshelf.com.

http://www.hopkinsartscenter.com/
http://www.hopkinsartscenter.com/
mailto:editors@sigmasbookshelf.com?subject=MEA%20Novel%20Writing%20Camp%20Inquiry
mailto:editors@sigmasbookshelf.com?subject=MEA%20Novel%20Writing%20Camp%20Inquiry
http://www.sigmasbookshelf.com
http://www.sigmasbookshelf.com
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Teen Author Promotes His Publishing Company at Two Events in Sept.
Teen author Justin M. Anderson promoted his free publishing company for 

teens at two public events in September. He appeared at the Delano Public 
Library in Delano, Minn., on Sept. 12, and at "Dog Days" at Minnetonka 
Orchards on Sept. 29.

Sigma’s Bookshelf is believed to be the first and only book publishing 
company that exclusively publishes the work of teen authors, and also pays 
royalties.

For more information, go to SigmasBookshelf.com.

Ten Days Free From Violence Book Signing Event
Mark Ristau, author of A Hero Dreams, led a discussion at 
Subtext Books in St. Paul on Sept. 25 in which he explored 
the power of stories to bring people together and inspire us 
with the idea that peace is possible. The event was part of 
“10 Days From From Violence,” led by Twin Cities 
Nonviolent.

   A column written by Patricia 
Cumbie, author of The Shape of a 
Hundred Hips, was published in 
the Sept. 2018 issue of the 
Minnesota Women’s Press.

Rhonda Gilliland, editor, 
Cooked to Death: Volume II – Lying 
on a Plate, wrapped up her third 
national tour with the book in 
Sept. with appearances at the 
World Mystery Convention, 
Bouchercon, in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., and a signing at Dunaway 
Book in St. Louis.

The Star Tribune newspaper 
published a review of Maureen 
Aitken’s new novel, The Patron 
Saint of Lost Girls, on Sept. 30. 

ALSO IN SEPTEMBER ...

https://griver.org/event/delano/visit-with-co-founders-of-sigma-bookshelf-a-teen-publishing-company/2018-09-12/44429
https://griver.org/event/delano/visit-with-co-founders-of-sigma-bookshelf-a-teen-publishing-company/2018-09-12/44429
https://griver.org/event/delano/visit-with-co-founders-of-sigma-bookshelf-a-teen-publishing-company/2018-09-12/44429
https://griver.org/event/delano/visit-with-co-founders-of-sigma-bookshelf-a-teen-publishing-company/2018-09-12/44429
http://www.sigmasbookshelf.com/
http://www.sigmasbookshelf.com/
http://www.markristau.com/
http://www.markristau.com/
https://subtextbooks.com/events/2018/9/25/mark-ristau-for-a-hero-dreams
https://subtextbooks.com/events/2018/9/25/mark-ristau-for-a-hero-dreams
http://www.startribune.com/review-the-patron-saint-of-lost-girls-by-maureen-aitken/494548451/
http://www.startribune.com/review-the-patron-saint-of-lost-girls-by-maureen-aitken/494548451/
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What Authors and Publishers Need to 
Know About Changes Involving mazon’s 
Create Space and KDP Print

By Rachel M. Anderson, 
Publicist, RMA Publicity

If Amazon’s Create Space is 
the company you have used to 
bring your book(s) to market, 
you likely received a letter in 
early Sept. that read in part, 
“We’re excited to announce 
that CreateSpace (CSP) and 
Kindle Direct Publishing 
(KDP) will become one service, and in the coming 
days we will give CreateSpace members the ability 
to move their account and titles.”

In other words, Create Space is going away. So, 
what does this mean for you. Here are some 
answers provided during the IBPA Publishing 
webinar, “What is Going On with CreateSpace and 
KDP Print?” led by Angela Boyle, the CEO of the 
Independent Book Publishers Association. 

Q: Can I still offer my book through preorder?

A: Yes, but only the eBook. KDP Select does not 
currently allow print books to be offered through 
pre-order. 

Q: I have not yet seen a button on my dashboard 
that allows me to move my book to KDP. Why 
not? 

A: The move is being made gradually. You will 
eventually receive instructions on how to move 
your book. 

Q: What if my trim size is not available through 
KDP? 

A: If it was available through CreateSpace, it will 
eventually show up on KDP, or you can create your 
own trim size. 

Q: Can I hire someone through KDP to edit or 
design my book? 

A: Not at this time. 

Q: Will KDP offer hard cover books? 

A: Not at this time.

Q: What if my book does not have a Kindle 
version. Can I still get a paperback? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Will KDP offer templates that will allow 
writers to turn a word document into a sellable 
book? 

A: Yes, but the transition may not look good 
right away. You will need to go through the 
converted file to make sure everything came over 
correctly.

Q: If I have a CreateSpace ISBN #, what will 
happen?

A: When first moved over, books will still say 
“Published by CreateSpace” for a while. Eventually, 
it will instead say, “Published by KDP.” 

Q: Are you allowed to work with both KDP and 
Ingram Spark? 

A: Yes, but if your ISBN # has already been 
submitted to Ingram Spark, it will not be accepted 
by KDP.  The way around this is to submit your 
book to KDP first, then Ingram Spark. 

Q: What changes will happen in payment terms? 

A: Instead of payments being made every 30 
days, moving forward they will be made every 60 
days. When the transition is underway, there may 
be a longer delay. 

Q: What will happen to my book’s ranking when 
the transition is made? 

A: It will drop dramatically for a week to ten 
days, then be restored. 

Q: Will the cost of printing books change? 

A: It will go up slightly for shorter books—24 to 
108 pages—and go down for longer books. 

Q: How many pages are required to get a spine 
on a book? 

A: 26 pages.

Have more questions? Here is a link to a page 
where the entire webinar can be viewed by IBPA 
members. Not an IBPA member? Let me know 
what questions you have and I’ll try to find answers 
for you.

http://www.rmapublicity.com
http://www.rmapublicity.com
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
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Next month’s publicity tips article:
Get a Jump Start on Your 2019 Book Promotion 

Efforts

Like us on Facebook please. RMA Publicity 
regularly posts author news and events to our 
Facebook page, which is easily accessed through the 
front page of www.RMAPublicity.com. If you would 
like to receive updates as they happen, please visit 
our page and “like” it.

October is...

Adopt A Shelter Dog Month 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Health Literacy Month 
National Art and Humanities Month 
National Bullying Prevention Month 
National Depression Education and Awareness Month 
National Disability Employment Awareness Month 
Positive Attitude Month

Also Observed in October...

Guardian Angels Day – Oct. 2 
National Diversity Day – Oct. 5 
Mental Illness Awareness Week – Oct. 7-13 
Mystery Series Week – Oct. 7-13 
Teen Read Week – Oct. 7-13 
National Coming Out Day – Oct. 11
Evaluate Your Life Day – Oct. 19 
LGBT Center Awareness Day – Oct. 19 
Reformation Sunday – Oct. 28 
National Cat Day – Oct. 2

November is...

American Diabetes Month 
Lung Cancer Awareness Month 
National Adoption Month 
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month 
National Family Caregivers Month 
National Memoir Writing Month 
National Novel Writing Month

Also Observed in November...

National Author’s Day – Nov. 1 
National Young Readers Week – Nov. 5-9 
National Book Awards Week – Nov. 12-18 
America Recycles Day – Nov. 15 
Giving Tuesday – Nov. 27

* Source: 2018 Chase’s Calendar of Events

MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in October or November 2018, let us know! RMA Publicity may be 

able to help you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media for your book.

www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com

(952) 240 - 2513

http://www.RMAPublicity.com
http://www.RMAPublicity.com
http://www.RMAPublicity.com
http://www.RMAPublicity.com
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry
mailto:rachel@rmapublicity.com?subject=Newsletter%20Inquiry

