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THE POWER OF PUBLICITY
Former Honeywell Executive Releases Debut
Sci-Fi Thriller in Sept.
Minnesota author and retired Honeywell executive Ronald E.
Peterson's debut sci-fi novel, Gardeners of the Universe, officially
launched with a party at the Bell Museum in Saint Paul on Sept. 29.
Gardeners of the Universe begins in the not too distant future with
the births of three children destined to change the world. Rianne
grows up to lead biological revolutions. Dan creates sentient
computers and guides the direction of human evolution. Sarah, in an
age of information dissonance, becomes the most trusted individual
on Earth, and convinces the world that it must change. What sets the
three apart from the rest of humanity are genetics and “gifts” that
were no accident.
Early reviews for the novel have been very favorable. Kirkus
Reviews said, "The author manages to juggle a
large ensemble cast while clearly exploring the
ramifications of each paradigm shift within the
suspenseful narrative..... A fluid, grand-canvas,
peripatetic future-history adventure.”
San Francisco Book Review said, "If the most
praiseworthy goals of science fiction are to
both entertain and educate, then Dr. Peterson
has achieved both.”
The book is available for purchase now on the PTB Books website.

Two TV Appearances in Duluth Preview the Launch of Minnesota Author and Historian Colin
Mustful’s Latest Novel
Minnesota author and historian Colin
Mustful’s latest historic novel, Resisting
Removal: The Sandy Lake Tragedy of
1850, launched in September with two
television appearances in Duluth, Minn.
He was interviewed on both the KBJR
(NBC) and WDIO (ABC) television
stations on Fri., Sept. 27 to talk about his
participation in The Wisconsin Historical
Society’s Commemoration of the Treaty
of 1854 activities. The event was held at
the Madeline Island Museum in LaPointe,
Wisc., on Sept. 28.
This year marks the 165th anniversary
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of the signing of the treaty which established the first Ojibwe Indian reservations, and stipulated the rights of the
Ojibwe to hunt, gather and fish in the ceded territories. The treaty was signed at LaPointe on
Madeline Island.
Mustful’s novel examines the history of the Ojibwe people of Northern Minnesota and
Wisconsin and how they came to be established on the reservations where they live today.
Colin Mustful is a Minnesota author and historian who has made it his mission to tell history
through fiction.
In addition to Resisting Removal: The Sandy Lake Tragedy of 1850, Mustful is also the
author of Grace at Spirit Lake, Fate of the Dakota – A Novel and Resource on the U.S.
Dakota War of 1862 and Ceding Contempt: Minnesota’s Most Significant Historical Event.
For more information, check out the author’s website: www.ColinMustful.com.

Publicist Rachel M. Anderson and Award-winning Author Maureen Aitken Lead Workshops at
the 10th Annual WOW Women of Words Writer’s Conference Sept. 28
More than 30 people attended the presentation, "How to
get your small press or self- published book into the hands of
readers," led by Rachel M. Anderson, founder, RMA
Publicity, at the WOW, Women of Words Writer's
Conference in Minnetonka, Minn., on Sept. 28. Among the
topics covered in the workshop: How to write up and then
execute a book marketing & PR plan, What should be on a
book website, How to go about contacting the media to
promote books, How to set books apart from the competition
through effective marketing and PR tactics, and more.
Then in the afternoon, RMA Publicity client Maureen
Aitken, recipient of the Foreword Review INDIE Prize and
the Nilsen Prize for her collection of stories, The Patron
Saint of Lost Girls, led the presentation, “How Place Drives

Coming up in October…
Beaver’s Pond Press releases Sit Stay Pray, the latest
book by Lina and her momma, Robin Kelleher, on Oct.
1st.

The Amazon, between Noon – 2:30 p.m. The table will be
shared with author Ronald Peterson, who will be selling
copies of his sci-fi novel, Gardeners of the Universe.

The Waters of Oakdale senior living community
celebrates its 5th anniversary with a Casino Night Party
the evening of Oct. 4.

The HORA Romanian American Cultural Center
celebrates its grand opening on Oct. 13. The center is on
the third floor of the Landmark Center in St. Paul.

Jon Kerr, author, Mohammed’s Dream, will sign copies
of his book at the Barnes and Noble Calhoun Village in
Minneapolis on Oct. 5.

Award-winning mystery author Marilyn Jax will lead a
free mystery writers workshop at the Barnes and Noble
Galleria in Edina on Oct. 19. Tickets can be reserved
through eventbrite at this link: https://bit.ly/2Hu8A6K

The Star Tribune will publish a story about the nonprofit,
Wings for Widows, on Oct. 5.
Rachel M. Anderson, Co-founder, Sigma’s Bookshelf,
will lead a presentation at the ITEM Conference in
Brooklen Oark on Oct. 11.
Sigma’s Bookshelf will launch its two latest books at the
Twin Cities Book Festival on Oct. 12. Bella Skaja will
sign copies of Demons Returning between 10 a.m. –
Noon, and Irene Larn will sign copies of Animal Power:

The Pioneer Press will publish a story about author Sheila
O’Connor’s new novel, Evidence of V: A Novel in
Fragments, Facts and Fictions, on Oct. 20. The official
book launch event for the book is on Oct. 26 at Moon
Palace in Minneapolis.
Judy Stoffel, author, #LOOKUP: A Parenting Guide to
Screen Use will speak at the Book Club meeting for the
Family Learning Center in Chaska, Minn., on Oct. 22.
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Plot in Fiction. Aitken’s workshop focused on “place” as a key to the decisions, stresses, and inspirations of your
characters.
Maureen Aitken’s short collection has earned a Kirkus Star and a Foreword Star. Her work has received a
Minnesota State Arts Board’s Artist Initiative Grant, a Loft Mentor Award, a grant from the SASE/Jerome
Foundation, and an award from Ireland’s Fish Short Story Prize.
Aitken teaches writing at the University of Minnesota. Learn more about her work at MaureenAitken.com

A Splash of Waters Wisdom Featured in Two Twin Cities Newspapers
A new tradition launched at the Apple Day festival in Excelsior, Minn., this year. On Sat., Sept. 21, 2019,
residents of The Waters of Excelsior senior living community were on hand to offer people of all ages “A Splash
of Waters Wisdom.”
Residents of the senior living community enjoyed sharing their wisdom about everything from the secret to
living a long and happy life to how best to save for retirement, to what they like best about living in Excelsior
with members of their community.
RMA Publicity arranged stories in the MN Sun Sailor and in the Lakeshore Weekly newspapers previewing the
event. Learn more about The Waters at www.TheWaters.com.

Also in September
The Pioneer
Press' Fall Books
article,
"Mysteries,
Folktales,
History and
Adventure,"
featured listings
for two books
RMA Publicity is
helping to launch this fall: Panic
River by Elliott Foster and Evidence of V by Sheila
O'Connor.

Gary Eldon Peter read from his
short story collection, Oranges, at
the Montana Book Festival in
Missoula on Sept. 13.
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What PR Savy Authors Are Doing Right Now
to Get Attention for their Books During the
Holiday Season
By Rachel M. Anderson,
Publicist, RMA Publicity
Every year around this time
I begin receiving calls from
present and past clients—and
also new prospects—asking
for my help setting up book
events at Barnes & Nobles and
independent bookstores “just
in time for the holiday
season.”
Unfortunately, I have to turn them down. Because
retailers are so busy in the weeks leading up to
Christmas, most stores won’t do any signings between
Halloween and the first of the year. Those stores that
will do signings have been booked since early
summer.
While it may be too late to get into a bookstore for
the holidays this year, that doesn’t mean you can’t
capitalize on the holiday season. Here are 5 things
you can do to ring up some much-deserved sales
during the most wonderful time of the year.
1) Capitalize on your social media connections
Remind your Facebook friends that your book
would make a great holiday present for that special
somebody in their life. In your posting, include a link
to your website or the publisher’s website where those
who are interested can place an order.
2) Offer discounts and bonuses
Offer a special holiday season discount, or include
a bonus gift for people who purchase your book
before the end of the year. If, for example, your book
is about a teddy’s bear’s adventures, perhaps you
could include a small stuffed bear with purchases
made in December.
3) Give books away
This may seem counterproductive at first since
your goal is sales, but there are so many wonderful
charitable events held during the holiday season that
you can participate in. Offer to donate a book to your
favorite charity that they can in turn auction off at
their holiday party. Think about how many people
will see your title at the party that you never would
have been able to reach otherwise. That one book you
gave away could lead to dozens of sales.
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4) Hand out flyers
It is a given that people are going to be out in the
community throughout the holiday season shopping
and socializing. Coffee shops and community centers
are sure to be popular hangouts.
Create a handout touting your book as a great
holiday gift, and put several up on community
bulletin boards, or leave them on tables at fast-food
restaurants or coffee shops. Leaving materials in
places people are congregating en masse is sure to get
at least a few people’s attention.
Be sure the flyer has a holiday feel. And clearly
state that your book makes a great holiday gift!
5) Start planning for next year
And while this may not lead to sales right away, it’s
sure to make a difference if you start planning your
promotional activities for next year right now. Being
proactive rather than reactive is sure to pay off.
One of the first things I recommend you do is make
a list of all the events you’d like to participate in
during 2020, then start gathering contact information
for the event organizers. Now is the time to secure a
table at the big book fair in town, and any other
events you think will be good places to showcase
your book. Hopefully you’re not already too late as a
number of the more popular events actually start
booking a year in advance.
Planning to travel in the new year? If so start
looking into possible signing opportunities in the
cities you will be visiting. If your book is available
through the major distributors, you should be able to
get into a Barnes & Noble in the city you are visiting.
If you are self-published and don’t have a distributor,
focus instead on the small, independent bookstores.
Still not sure where to start? RMA Publicity would
be happy to help. Contact us to get started on a
campaign.

Next month’s publicity tips article:
Why It’s So Important to Develop a PR and
Marketing Plan Early in the Year and Stick to It
www.RMAPublicity.com
rachel@RMAPublicity.com
(952) 240 - 2513
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MEDIA OPPORTUNITIES
If your book is relatable to any of the following events observed in October or November 2019, let us know! RMA
Publicity may be able to help you secure publicity in the print, broadcast and/or online media for your book.

October is...

November is...

Adopt A Shelter Dog Month
Antidepressant Death Awareness Month
Breast Cancer Awareness Month
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
National Bullying Prevention Month
National Cyber Security Awareness Month
National Depression Awareness Education Month
Positive Attitude Month

American Diabetes Month
Lung Cancer Awareness Month
National Adoption Month
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month
National Family Caregivers Month
National Long-Term Care Awareness Month
National Novel Writing Month
AIDS Awareness Month
Prematurity Awareness Month

Also coming up in October…

Also coming up in November….

Guardian Angels Day – Oct. 2
National Diversity Day – Oct. 4
Mental Illness Awareness Week – Oct. 6 – 12
National Coming Out Day – Oct. 11
Teen Read Week – Oct. 13 – 19

National Author’s Day – Nov. 1
National Young Readers Week – Nov. 4 – 8
Veterans Day – Nov. 11
America Recycles Day – Nov. 15
National Family Week – Nov. 24 – 30
*Source: 2019 Chase’s Calendar of Events
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